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To the Right Honora- 
Is ble, and vertuous Ladie, the 
Ladie Marie, Counteſſe of 


Penbrooke, his verie ſingular 


good Ladie and Miſtriſſe, 
ant, G. B. wiſheth all mercy and 
comfort in Chriſt Jeſus 
4 both here novv, and 


for euer. 


T is faide of Salomon 
euen in outwarde mat- 
ters ( Right honorable, 
and my very ſingular 
, goodLady)tharifa man haue riches 
o treaſure, and honour , wanting no- 
1, thing for his ſoule of all that it deſi- 
9 reth, and yet haue not an heart both 
to feele in comfort the goodneſſe of 
I 
7 


his God therein towardes him , and 
alſo to vſe the ſaide bleſſinges libe- 
rally to his one good and others 
helpe, it is but a vanitie and an euill 
ſickenes, yea a price in the hand of a 


foole (as it is ſaide in an other place) 
9 2 that 
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that hath no heart. That is, it is a by 
mercie of God, which hee hath no we 
right and true vſe of. So neceſſarie in re: 
verie outward things is both feeling lel 
and faith: the one to conceiue, the to 
other to apply, and both of them ſe 
to yeeld vs the true profit, comfort, th 
and good intended into vs in the ta 
ſame by the Lord. Much more, Ma- 

dame, in ſpirituall matters — 


m 
V 
ting the life of bodie and ſoule for e ff 
v 
A 
t 
\ 


uer. And by name much more in 
the worde of God which we now ſo 
freely, and ſo plentifully, vnder the 
gracious gouernement of our moſt 
gracious Prince enioie. For if wee 
reade it ouer ten thouſand times out 
ſelues, heare it of others carefully & 
continually , and yet feele not the 
ſweete ſpirite of the Lorde by it ſe- 
cret power, as it were with a drop- 
ping dewe, piercing and mollifiyng, 
ſhaking and comforting our ſoules 

by 


' 
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by the ſame, aſſuredly we want what 
we ſeeme to haue, and for all our 
reading or hearing of it, neuerthe- 
leſſe it remaineth a ſealed booke vn- 
to vs. This proueth Caine that cur- 
ſed caytife both heere and euer, who 
though he knew the promiſe of cer- 
taine ſafetie by the ſeede of the wo- 
man, hearing it no doubt often in 
wordes tould, and ſeeing it by ſacri- 
fices ſhadowed out vnto him, yet 
wanting a heart to feele, and faith to 
applie vnto himſelfe the benefit of 
the ſame, wanted alſo to his woe, 
what he ſo inioyed. So did Eſau, 
Saul, Achitophell, and others all 
whatſoeuer they were, who toge- 
ther with the worde receiued not a 
touch, a taſt, & a very rent as it were, 
in their heartes to feele, as alſo per- 
ny eyes, & a claſping faith, to ſec, 
and take hould of the Pidden ſweete 
compriſed in the ſame. Which wei- 


T3 ing 
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ing often with my ſelſe (my verie Ih 
good Ladie )together with the place, ten 
where I ſpend my time, and the bur. fur 
ning deſire which both his honora. th: 
ble Lo. and your ſelfe haue, that] Lc 
ſhould doe good amongeſt them, ſo! 
I bowe the knee both of bodie and po 
heartvnto the Lorde for them, and iu 
I often begge, that in that bottome- L. 
leſſe heape of his mercie, wherein tr 


he euen ſwaloweth vp himſelfe, it h 


might pleaſe him to ſee it good, to 


ſe 


joinevnto the outward miniſterie of fr 


his worde, which he nowe voutſa- 
feth them, that inward touch, power 
and might of his ſpirite, that maketh 


it both a mortifying ſworde , and a 


comforting grace vnto his children, 
For ſo ſhall my labours be life vnto 
them, and euer as I ſpeake( deliue- 
ring but the word)their conſciences 
fhall approoue and confeſſe within 
them, that it is a truth. Vea further 

I 


n 


| 
( 
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rie Thaue often ſecretly in my ſelfe in- 
ce; tended, to ioyne vnto prayer ſome 
ur. farther indeuour, and according to 
ra- that meaſure of mercie , which the 
t Lorde ſhould vourſafe me, to make 
n, ſome plaine applications of ſuch 
1d portions of ſcripture, as I ſhoulde 
d mdge in vſe & practiſe fitteſt for the. 
e · That ſeeing in them by example the 
in true vſe ofthe worde of God, and 
it howetoſucke out ſtrength in their 
o ſeuerall needes from it, they might 
from one place to many, and from 
many euen to all, without any fur- 
r ther guide, than the guide of guides, 
1 Gods merciful ſpirit, paſſe with fee- 
lng, comfort, and true concept of 
the good therin contained, & inten- 
ded to vs all. And falling by courſe 
, of reading at laſt vpon that notable 
Chapter the 5. of Mathewe, and ſee- 
ing by ſome further meditation vp- 
on thoſe bleſſings therin contained, 
q 4 ſuch 
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ſuch wiſedome taught, ſuch faultegull 
reprooued, ſuch comfort miniſtredyou 
and ſuch matter handled, as for thqme 
and all the world is moſt neceſſarie the 
Ireſolued with my ſelfe euen therean 
to beginne to put in practiſe my na. to 
med purpoſe, and to make a tryall, to 
if by ſuch indeuour I might profit a-· hu 
ny. Which Inowe haue done, pre- th 
ſenting the ſame vnto the Lord with Nc 
humble prayer for his bleſſing, to th 
mine owne, and others, with hartie Cl 
requeſt of Chriſtian acceptance, & ol 
to your honorable L. as to a meanes V 
that ſhall make it more acceptable * 
to all, and eſpecially to them, that 
cheefely intend it vnto, ſo greatly 
honoring with all dutie and liking 
the manifoulde mercies of God in 
you. Iam not able Madame) to doe 
with content, what ten thouſande 
times I am bounde to doe with all 
care: namely, to ſhew my ſelfe mind- 


full 
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ltegull and chankefull, as I ought, for all 
redyour La. honorable dealinges with 
thqne. Butthis I proteſt inthe cies of 
rie the Lorde, that I would, if I could, 
ereand in witneſſe thereof I deliuer vn- 
na-tothe worlde this affirmation , and 
all, to your ſelfe theſe fewe papers, moſt 
ta-humbly beſeeching your honour, 
re- that ſince my want is in abilitie, and 
ith not in will, this ſmall teſtimonie of 
to the ſame may according to your ac- 
tie cuſtomed clemencie bee accepted 
& of, and finde a ſupply therein o 

es want where with it may be hd 
le So ceaſe I to adde any further ting, 
t leauing your La. to the Lord of hea- 
ly uen to ſtrengthen you ſtill in that 
g happic courſe of the ſtudie of his 
n worde, and all other good _—_ 
e of the practiſe ofduty to your God, 
e Ofcheereful incouragement to your 
ſeruantes, and of honorable clemen- 


cie to all men, which is at this day a 
q ll Crowne 


The Epiſtle 


MOTE 


This volume | 
tight binding and 
effort has been n 
duce the centres, 

result ind: 


ACAOEe 


microforms 


—_—_  Dicaoric. 


has a very 
nd while every 


| made to repro- 
S. force would 
damage 


eric 


ns 


The Epiſtle 

ſuch wiſedome taught, ſuch faultegull 
reprooued, ſuch comfort miniſtred,you 
and ſuch matter handled, as for theme 
and all the world is moſt neceſſarie, the 
Ireſolued with my ſelfe euen there an 
to beginne to put in practiſe my na· to 
med purpoſe, and to make a try all, to 
if by ſuch indeuour I might profit a- hu 
ny. Which Inowe haue done, pre- th 
ſenting the ſame vnto the Lord with no 
humble prayer for his bleſſing, to th 
mine owne, and others, with hartie CL 
requeſt of Chriſtian acceptance, & of 
to your honorable L. as to a meanes W 
that ſhall make it more acceptable S 
to all, andeſpecially to them, that 

chectely intend it vnto, ſo greatly u 
honoring with all dutic and liking h 
the manifoulde mercies of God in V 
you. I am not able Madame) to doe © 
with content, what ten thouſande © 
times I am bounde to doe with all ! 


care: namely, to ſhew my ſelfe mind- 
full 


Dedicatorie, 


[tegfull and thankefull, as I'ought,for all 
ed,your La. honorable dealinges with 
theme. But this I proteſt inthe cies of 
rie, the Lorde, that I would, if I could, 
ere and in witneſſe thereof Ideliuer vn- 
na · to the worlde this affirmation, and 
ll, to your ſelfe theſe fewe papers, moſt 
a- humbly beſeeching your honour, 
re- that ſince my want is in abilitie, and 
th not in will, this ſmall teſtimonie of 
to the ſame may according to your ac- 
ie cuſtomed clemencie bee accepted 
& of, and finde a ſupply therein 

es want here with it may be . 
le So ceaſe I to adde any further ting, 
J leauing your La. to the Lord of hea- 
y uen co ſtrengthen you ſtill in that 
g happie courſe of the ſtudie of his 
worde, and all other good 3 
e of the practiſe of duty to your God, 
of cheereful incouragement to your 
ſeruantes, and of honorable clemen- 
cie to all men, which is at this day a 
N crowne 
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crowne vpon yu heade aboue m 1: 

others, and a glorious orname hg 

oo yournecke inthe cies , eare ce 
and tongues of all men, that eith: 
ſee you, he are of you, orſpeake 
you, and my ſelfe remaine to pe 
fourme all duties, that cuer I ſhall b 
inabled vnto , euen with all th 
wer both of bodie and minde, : 
am moſt bounde, The Lorde ope 
the windowes of heauen and powr 
his mercies out vpon your La, th 
Lorde confirme you in all good 
workes , giue you a true ſight of thi 
vaine worlde,make your heart ſhake 
at his iudgementes, melt with 2 
fruitefull feeling of grace aſſured to 
holy life, and the Lorde to profitte 
e you thinke you euer heare 
that voyce, Axis E Yov Deavs 
ANp Comr VN To Ivöo or- 
MENT, and yet in faith to ſay with 
cheerefull heart, Coun Lorna 


Irsvs 


Dedicatorie. 
cn IIA vs Comn Qvicxtin, So 


me beit. London this firſt of Pe- 


gare 
ory cember, x58 3 
ke c 
1 Your Honors 
” moſthumble bounden 
2 to death, 
WT 


Geruaſe Babington, 


Conference betwixt 
mans Frailtie and Faith. 


Fraihie, Ph 

$] Wicked worlde , and 

wretched ſtate I ſtand in, 
O heauie hart & ſorowing 
ſoule, how ſhould I com- 
fort you ? I haue it not, I ſee 
it not, I feele it not, what any way might 
joye mee, and howe then can I giue it 
you? The contrary I ſee in fulleſt weight 
and meaſure, and wo is me tenthouſand 
times that euer I ſawe this light: yea let 


the day euen periſh wherin I was borne, job z. 


and the night when it was ſaide there is 
2 man childe conceiued. Let that day 
be darkenes, let not God . it from 
aboue, neither let the light ſhine vppon 
it. But let darkeneſſe and the ſhadow of 
death ſtaine it, let the cloud remaine vp- 
on it, and let them make it fearefull as a 
bitter day, let darkeneſſe poſſeſſe that 
night, let it not be ioyned vnto the daies 
of the yeare, nor let it come intothe ac- 
counts of the monthes. Vea deſolate be 

A that 
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that night, and let no joy be in it. Let the 
ſtars of that twilight be dimme through 
darkeneſſe of it: let it looke for light, 
but haue none: neither let it ſee the daw. 
ning of the daie, becauſe it ſhut not vp 
the dores of my mothers wombe, not 
hid ſorrowe from my cies, Why died [ 
not inthe birth, or why died I not, when 
I came out of the wombe ? Why did the 
knees preuent me, and why did I ſucke 
the breaſtes? For ſo ſhould I nowe haue 
lyen and beene quiet, l ſhould haue ſlept 
then, and beene at reſt. Or why againe 
was I not hid, as an vntimely birth, ei- 
ther as infartes , which haue not ſcene 
the light? Wo is me Illiue, woe is mee 
I doe not die; and wo Ifeare much more, 
hen ended is my courſe. 


Faith. 

Why Frailtie, what in the name of 
God meanetb this fearcful impatiencie, 
o2 what caſe can there be in the life of 
man and woman ſo vncomfoꝛtable, as 
that in regard thereof, they ſhould thus 
crie out? Open your ſelle, and concet D 

no 


— 
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mans frailtie and faith, 3 
not pour griefe , foz the verie ſpeaking 
of it ſhall giue fome meaſure of eaſe, 


Frailtie. 

Alas I knowe not almoſt how to doe 
it. For my conceptes do ſo oppreſſe me, 
and euer as Ithinke of one miſerie, ſtill 
the rememhrance of an other thruſteth 
it ſelfe ſo into my minde, and at laſt the 
heape appeates ſo huge, as all amazed 1 
faint vnder the beholding of them, and 
my cogitations are lo diſtracted, as it is 
not poſſible for me to make an orderlie 
rehearſall of my woe. Vet ſince Ihaue 
met with you, I wil performe it, as I can, 
committing my ſelſe to that mercie, that 
hath no meaſure, and to your ſelſe. as an 
inſtrument to apply his comfortes to 
me, begging it euen with teares tenne 
thouſande times at your handes, I con- 
ſider then, that I am created heere in 
this world a reaſonable creature, conſi- 
ſting of bodie and ſoule, both ſubiect 
to dreadfull and endleſſe woe, if J finde 
not mercie with the Lorde, which I 
confeſſe vnto you I comfortably can not 

| A2 aſſure 
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aſſure my ſelfe of as yet, becauſe the bu 
hande of God me thinke more heauilie th. 
preſſeth me diuers waies, thanTimagine an 
it would doe if he loued me, 


Faith, | 
And wherein Jp2ay vou, doe von 
thinke you are pzefled oner heauilie: 


Pouertie the farſt temptation. 


Frailtie, 

Alas in manie thinges (and yet God 
laye not my pleading with him to my 
charge), To beginne with ſome thing, 
I muſt needes confeſſe ynto you, that 
my loweeſtatein the world is a marue- 
lous temptation to me manie a time. For 
Godknowes,I am poore, and euen very 
poore, notwithſtanding all my paines, 
carke and care, which is not a litle. My 
charge alſo is great for ſuchan one asl 
am, and their want, as good reaſon bin- 
deth, is my continuall woe. Yet if this 
were all, me thinke I could wraſtle with 


it, and by Gods helpe get the * 
ut 


mans frailtie and faith. 5 
the but theſe companions of pouertie are 
lie they that ſting me ſo ſore, to wit, diſdain 
ine and contempt both of me and mine, of 
my doinges, ſayinges, or any thing that 
proceedeth from me, and that reiection 
Vhich is made of me out of all meetings 
on and companies, thoſe whiſperinges that 
Theare, reproches that I carie, euen at 
their handes that I litle thought would 
1, haue done it, and that ſcornefall piti "g 
of me, which often appeareth, with ſuc 
like. For in deede if euer anie found it, I 
d finde it true, that by wiſe Syrac was ſaide Syrach.r3.19, 
y ſo long ago. There is even as much peace 
2, betwixt the riche and the poore , as be- 
it twirt Hyena and the dogge ; But looks 
'= bowethewylde Aſſe is the Lyons pray, ſo 
rare the poore meate for the riche . And 
looks home the proude hate humilitie , ſo 
doe theriche abhorre the poore. Fa richo 
man fall, bis friendes ſet him vp againe: 
but when the poore falleth , bis friendes 
drius him away . If arich man offende , he 
hath many helpers , hee ſpeaketh proude 
wordes , and yet men iuſtiſie bim: but if 
4 poore man faile , they rebuke him, and 
As though 


˙²ͥ˙! . "09 0 AY of” 


6 Aconferenceberwixt 
though he ſpeake wiſely , yet can he hau 


no place. When the riche man ſpeak:th 
euerie man holdeth bis tongue, ard look ch 
what he ſaieth , they pratſe it tothe clouds tin 
but if the poore man ſpeaks , they ſa,jn 
What felowe is thu? And if he doe amiſh g 
they willdeſtroy hm, Theſe, theſe com ©\ 
panions of my pouertie are the hinge cc 
that euen cut my heart a ſunder, and wi G 
I, nill I, it breaketh even vpon mee b fl 
force as it were, to thinke that if the lon hi 
loue a man, hee ſhould neuer ſuffer hin m 
for want of worldly traſh, ſo deſpiteful a1 
ly to be intreated in this worlde, and ſi af 
generally. This is but one thing tha 8 
troubleth me, beſides which I have ma. 

nic mo, but helpe me if you can ere I go a 
anic further. 1 


* 
Faith. t 

Nay goe on, vtter your grefe fullie, « 
and then your minde wilbe the fitter to ! 
heare a great deale. Fo2 otherwiſe von 
will be muſing ofthe ret, when J ſhall 1 
be ſpeaking to you foz pour eaſe in this. 


Fraultit. 


mans frailtie and faith. - 
haw Fratie, 
eth An other verie daungerous torment 
{ook then | mult necdes conteſſe is that con- 
ond tinuall vncomſortableneſſe, which is ſill 
ſa, in me by re aſon of diverſe thinges,as by 
we 2 weightie and (lingiog ſenſe of mine 
om oune ſinnes, by fight of other mẽs looſe 
nge courſe, and grieuaus diſhonouring of 
wi God in euerie place, giuing thẽſelues to 
e b flattetie, diſſembling, and all manncr of 
lon holow dealing with God and man, b 
hin meditation of the fierce wrath of God, 
ful. and moſt dreadfull . which 
I {0 aſſuredly hang ouer vs for theſe things, 
ha &c. 
na Againe both publikelie abroad, in ſuch 
go as Ideale with all and priuately at home 
in ſuch as} truſt, 1 finde ſuch naughtie 
vnfaithfulnes, & ſuch vnfaithfull naugh- 
tineſſe, as that I am driuen into greater 
ie, choler and heate, than can ante wa 
to ſtand with my profeſſion of the Goſpell, 
on and with the liking of my heauenly fa- 
ll cher , whome Ihaue euer founde good 
gs, vnto me: and therefore iuſtly Iſtand in 
feare that he will puniſh me for ſuch in- 
7 A 4 tem- 
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temperancie, and yet I cannot amendygft 
it. Nowe I pray you let me goe no furgay 
ther without ſome comfort, if you knogghir 
anie for ſo wretched and woful a caſe, hut 
der 

Faith. ſee 

Indeede Frailtie, your fearmes anvin 
fo ſharpe,and ſower. Foz me thinke,faxa 
any thing you haue yet vttered, you he 
eſtate is neither wzefched,noz wofuly na 
trueth, but Chꝛiſtianlike if you wil la rh 
a while away your earthly eyes, and bi pl 
iudged by the woꝛde of God, of 
9 


Frailtie, v 

Ah fie fie, is your feeling of my caſe ii 
no more? then haue I yttered inough, & fl 
too much, But ſee my heauie plight, I t 
ameuerie way wrapped in woe, and ye; 5 
I am not pitied, 


Faith. 

Map buf ſtap your ſelfe foz ſhams * 

Frailtie, and be not ſo raſhe. And if Jcan 
not pzone whatF ſap, then be offended, 
but if A can, then as you feare 1 4 
9 


mans frailtie and faith. 9 
ndyefozmed, foz this impacifcie in vou is 
 fuganngerous. A ſay therefoze againe, me 
nohinke your tiptations be not ſtrange, 
iſe, but ſuch as vſuallie happen to Gods 

dere ones, and ſuch,as(foz anie thing I 
ſe) Jeſus Ch2iſf the Sauiour of man 
 aidid fozefell, and deliuer ſure and ſoue⸗ 
e, ia rapne comfoztes foz, While hee was 
Pot here on earth in diuers places, and by 
ulu name in that notable Chapter of Ma- 
la rhew the fifth, But befoze J can aps 
d bi plie the ſame vnto you, J mult knowe 
of you one thing, concerning pour firlf 
griefe, namelie how you fiele your hart 
within humbled by theſe thinges. Foz 

aſe inderde if you be pwꝛe and bare, and ſo 
& fozced to ſtoupe in outward matters to 
„the richer, and pet your heart remayne 
ye pꝛoude within you, arrogant, hawtie 
and contepted, pour tongue bzagging 
the beſf,and your vanitie euer as it can 
bꝛeaking out, giuing teſtimonie what 
vou woulde doe, if pour hands were not 
tyed, and your hoznes made ſhozte of 
purpoſe by the Lo2de, then indede f 
mult plainely tell * your _ 
5 ie 
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tie is a whippe of an angrie God as pet 
with you, and it will not certainely be 
remoued from you in anie fayour, But 


euen ſtill God ſhall checke you , and 


euerie neighbour either openlie , oz 


ſecretlie miſlike vou. Fo2 a beggars fri 


band, and a pꝛoude heart hath euer of- 
fended the eye both of God and man, 
But if God hath giuen you this bleſſed 
grace, that by this croſſe of want, dif 
daine, contempt, ſcoꝛne and ſuch like in 
pour calling, pour ſoule 1s ſcholed, your 
heart is humbled, pour ſpirit bꝛoken, t 
all pour vnrulie and headie affections 
tamed within pou verie greatly in coms 
pariſon of fozmer times, ſo that euen 
truelie your conſcience doth witnelle to 
vou, it is not with pou, as it hath bene 
in manie reſpectes, and if now you find, 
that often you are d2zinen to God and 
his p2ouidence by this meanes caſting 
bp your eyes to heauen fo2 helpe, ſtaie 
and ſuccour, becauſe you finde but fro- 
ſen heartes in men, and falſehode in 
the beſt fellowſhip leſſe 02 moꝛe, truelie 


then muſt J as plainely tel you againe, | 
and 


mans frailtie and faith. IT 
and withas bolde a ſpirite, as ſuch a 
truth requires, your pouertie is welth, 
pour contempt may be your comfozt, £ 
it euer man 02 woman had God their 
friend, vou may aſſare your ſoule in 


truth he is no foe vnto you. 


Fraiſtie. 
O Faith, ſay not this, but prooue it, 


Comfort againſt pouertie. 


Faith. 

With a verie god will. J pzay vou 
therefoꝛe marke me. When Chꝛiſt, as 
I ſaide befoꝛe, was here vpon earth to 
gather vnto him ſelfe the ſoules of men 
by life and death, knowing in his inff- 
nite wiſedome the raine that would fall. 
the floudes that woulde come, and the 
windes that woulde blowe and beate v⸗ 
pon the houſes of me, that is their faith 
and religion, on a time his diſciples 
being come together, and much people 
beſide out of manie places, hee ſate him 
downe and twke as it ſcemeth to methis 

| matter 


- | * . 
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matter in hande, of verie purpoſe , de- not 
linering out ſuch comfoztes and helpes, Ro 
ſuch defenſes and ſtaies, as being of tak 
men and women rightlie applied, and ner 
bſed, ſhall euer holde bp their courſe, me 
and kerpe their pathes ſtraight in the pm 
feare of the Lozde and true religion, con 
And ſe, amongſt the manifold tempta⸗ in 
tions, that he ſawe in wiſedome woulde the 
ariſe and be v2ged by Sathan to ſhake; an 
men from pᷣ trueth, this of yours which mi 
nowe we ſpeake of is the firſt, namely mo 
ponertie . Againſt which, his heauenly me 
boyce deliuereth out this comfoꝛt, Bleſ. thi 
ſed are the poore, for theirs is the king Tl 
dome of God. Which golden ſentente ar 
laid out in fuller tearmes, carieth and de 
implieth vnto vs this ſenſe and meas, p? 
ning. Although earthly mindes can ue 
frame out no felicitte , vnleſſe with ar 
woꝛldly wealth their cuppe may oner- fo 
flowe pet J auouch vnto pou, contrarie fo 
to the wit and wiſedome of them all, bt 
that in my fathers kingdome, bleſſed ir 
are the pwze,the poꝛe J ſay againe, and fi 
ſuch as want what others wallow in, fc 
not 


mans frailtie and faith. 13 


de- not halfe ſo loued of the Lo2de as they. 
es, Nowe leaſt his meaning ſhould be mil- 

of taken, be ſaying no moze but ſo, andes 
im nerie ſpoiling vnthzift, whoſe vnrefoz- 
ſe, med heart doeth make an vnrepaired 
the purſe , oz ible dzones that ſhunne the 
dn, coarſe ofmen, and ſhut themſelues vp 
ta / in cloiſters as pwze, that with moze eaſe 
de they may liue of other mens labours, oꝛ 
ke; any pꝛoude heart yet wanting wealth 
ch might thinke it ſpoken vnto him, he 
ly: moze plainely hath interpzefed his 
ly meaning, and ſhewed what paze hee 
. thinketh of, namely the poze in ſpirit, 
g · That is, ſuch as vſing godly meanes yet 
re areof purpoſe by their God kept vn⸗ 
d der, and being vnder, doe not ſwell with 
i pꝛide, arrogancie, and tonceite, but e- 
nnen as the begger knowing his want. 
hand no way hauing ot his owne to truſf 
s to,confeſſeth other mens helpe needefull 
e fozhim,humbleth himſelfe befoze them, 
„ beggeth their aide, and gineth them (as 
> inffkruments) the pꝛaiſe of his liuing:ſo 
they humbled, tamed, ſcholed and re- 
,  fozmed by their want towardes all 
| men 


Non magnum 
eſt ſua, ſedſe 


relinquere, 
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men carie a lowly heart, and onely a feb 
the Loꝛdes handes loke foz both com 1s, 
fozt in this wozld, and ſaluation in thi che 
wozlde to come. Theſe poꝛe men am "8 
women, that is, theſe that are thus af/ dee 
fected vnder their croile ſaieth Chzil fug 
were their want moze than ener any w bre 
bode,e the companions of their wantes oft 
ſnubbes, cheeckes, tauntes and ſuch lik for 
moe, and moze bitter than euer am de 
mans were, pet euen in the moſt l flic 
them all, J pꝛonounte them bleſſed, am he 
A aſſure the happie Þ euer they liued, ſa P? 
theirs is the kingdome of God. Foz this) ne 
cauſe therefoꝛe J aſked pou howe von *Þ 
were affected vnder your pouertie. And ea 
now Frailfte conſider and weigh this m 
ſentence of the Loꝛde. Foꝛ pnough it is B. 
of it ſelf, if our incredulitie be not mon / l 
ſtrous, to comfoꝛt the heart of any man 
oz woman in the woꝛlde, euen in the 
midſt of all their wozldly wantes be 2 
they neuer ſo great. Vet hath it annex». !y 
ed fo our further iop the conſent of o- "i 
ther places many, and experiences of fa 
the ſame in knowen examples — a r. 
8 ewe. 


mans frailtie and faith, 15 
p of fee. As, If thou lend to my people, that 4g 1.5; 
m is, to the poore, I will bleſle thee ſaieth 
thi the Lorde . The Lorde deliuere ih the peut . 15% 
im poore in all his afflictions. The Lord wil 
al hs a defence vnto the poore euen a re- oh. 
if fuge in due time of trouble. He remem- 
brech and forgetteth not the complaint pſal . 
ten of the poore when he maketh inquiſitiõ verſe. 12. 
ky for blood. The poore ſhall not alwayes 48. 
m be forgotten, neither the hope of the af. 
flicted periſh for euer. Lorde thou haſt Pal. 10. 15. 
heard the deſire ofthe poore, thou pre- 21. 

ſay! pareſt their heart, and thine eare hearke- 

;g| neth thereunto. Hee hath not deſpiſed 
ag! the lowe eſtate of y poore, but they ſhaf 
nd eate and be ſatiſfied. Iam poote and in 
is] Miſcric, but the Lorde careth for mee. 
ig! Better is the poore that walketh in his yp, __ , 4. 
n / vprightneſſe, than he that peruerteth his 22. 
1] wayes though he be riche. That which 
e is to be defired ina man, is his goodnes, 

and better is ſuch a poore man than a | 
rs. lyer. God regardeth the poore and is —_— 
dhe ir ſtrength. And vnto whom againe 25 
x ſateth the Loꝛde ſhall J loke and haue 
a | regarde,but vnto him that is pwze * 
, a 0 


2 


| 


Luke. 4a 8. 
Matth. 1 r. 
Luke. 4. 


James.. 5. 
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of acontrite Spirit and trembletb af ple 
my woꝛdes. The! 


_ of the Lorde iq mi 
vpon mee and hath annoynted mee tu Lo, 


preach the Goſpel tothe poore. And the yjd 
poore do receiue the glad tidings of the wh 
Goſpell. Call the halt and lame & poon ant 
to the Supper, And hath not God cho- con 


ſen the poore ofthis world ſaith Iames, rin 
alſ 


ec. with a number ſuch like teſti 
nies . The comfozt whereof if they bs 
rightly conſidered , and the bleſſing 
them vnto our heart by humble pꝛay 
begged at the Loꝛds handes, no tong 
of man is able to erpzeſſe , Foz 
LozdeourG DD is not a man, that h 
ſhoulde repent, noꝛ as the ſonne of m 
that he ſhoulde chaunge: but if he lon 
the pwꝛe when theſe things were ſpo th 
ken, he loneth them fill, and to the ende G 
he will loue them: and if he regarded th 
them, be fo getteth not vs, and euen a. Y 
mongſt our ſelues, it he ſee you , he be⸗/ th 
holdeth alſo me, and if he comfozt me, m 
he will doe no leſſe fo2 pon, fo2 there is lo 
noreſpect of perſons in his epes. Pet ſe 
adde vnto thelc the experience of exam / v 
ples, 


| mans frailtie and faith, 17 
ples, and they wil be moꝛe ſ werte. Nao- 
mi and her daughter Ruth, how did the Ruch. 
ti Loꝛde regarde, bleſſe, comfoꝛt. and pꝛo⸗ 
the uide fozz The poꝛe widow of Sareptha, 1 
the whoſe meale and oyle were at an ende, 7 
on and yet the dearth fozetolde much to 
0 N Sew — and _ -- 
es; ring all p time: The other poze widow |... 
1 alſo helped by Eliſha to pay her debtes, RR 
ba and to liue afferward with comfozt of 
& the ret, ho we ſheweth it the care of the 
Loꝛd ouer Þ poꝛe that are godly, E how 
mightily ſhoulde it increaſe our faith? 
by What an example is olde Tobiahand,. ,. 4.21. 
his familie, and what a ſpteche of faith * 
was that to his Sonne? Feare not my 
Sonne becauſe wee are made poore: for 
thou haſt many things, if thou feare 
GOD and flie from 4h and doe that 
d thing which is acceptable vnto him. 
4 Powe loued the Lo2de the offering of 
the poze widowe that caſt in but two 
e mites? How choſe he Diſciples, and fo⸗ 
s' lowers of his trueth euer of the poꝛer 
t ſozt 4 Pow choſehe his parentes of the 
very meaneſt certainly ofa multitude, 
„ 5 and 
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and howe himſelfe hath he honozed thi f 
eſtate of godly pouertie, fo our eterni in 
comfozt , hauing not ſo much in thy th 
woꝛld as the Foxes and Birdes : boꝛn 1 
in a ſtable,wzapped in ragges, layden it 
the manger, and pet the God E Lo2dd ki 
heauen and earth, and the diſpoſer ofa . 
the glozie in them both. O my heart am n 
hand, howe is the one fo narrowe n d 
conceyue this heauenly ſwete, and thi tt 
other vnable to lap downe but eue ſe 
that little that J doe feele? Shall any f. 
wozldly want make vs thinke GO v 
loueth vs leſſe, when wee ſ& thi þ 
molt loued that euer was in the area! 
teſt want? Shall any — rp t 
diſtauour, diſcredite cauſeleſſe, ſhall am i 
ſnubbes, checkes, tauntes, ſcozne, con 
tempf,rumo2s,02 the very power ofths 1 
ſpite ofhelldzine vs out of hope in ou x 
gratious father, when we ſ& examples 

| 

| 

{ 

| 


in his deareſt of them all? O Frailtie 
Frailtie , open thine eyes,loke vpon thy 
God, weigh his nature, marke his des 
lings with his deareſt, heare his pꝛo⸗ 
miſes , make him no lyer , but gather 

ſtrength, 
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ed thi frength,increaſe in hope, and the Loꝛd 
ernd in mercie graunt it to vs euer. Let 
hi the chaunges and chaunces of this 
02M wozld be what they wil, oꝛ rather what 
den it pleaſeth God, let our oꝛderly wal- 
20d king in our places with true paines, 
'ofd heart, and meaning, with due careful- 
all nefſe, with no vnthziftinefſe, vp earely, 
ben downe late, and whatſoener meanes 
d th that god are to liue + lay vp by, foz our 
ſelues, and ours, pet want their ende of 
ſuch reaſonable ſtoꝛe as wee deſire , let 
vs nenertheleſſe truſt in our God , and 
hang vppon his hand, and neuer mea⸗ 
ſure his fauour towardes vs by theſe 
— things, fo2 they are no iudges of it de⸗ 

ing as wee ſer oft graunted to the wic⸗ 
os ked, and reſtrained greatly from the 
thi moſt beloued. Onelp let our pouertie 
ur make poze our ſpirites, and bzcake the 
les ſecrete pꝛide of our hearts, e thenfeare 
tie not, we haue a warrant of trueth, Bleſ- 
fed are the poore in ſpirit, for theirs is 
the kingdome of heauen , and a broken 
0 andcontrite heart O God thou ſhalt ne- 
ei uer deſpiſe. 


B 2 The 


1. Tim. 4.6. 
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The contrarie now might as greaf- 7 
lp bee amplified to our comfozt , if 1 b⸗ 
thought it niedefull. Foz as his merci w 
full pꝛomiſes are many andſwefe(as ri 
wee haue heard) to the poꝛe, ſo are his h 
fearefull thꝛeatnings to the riche nota v 
fewe : and as great is the god that is fa 
w2ought in the childe of God by this m 
troſſe of want, ſo feareful are the faults d 
that are giuen vnto the ſonles of mam o 
by their ſtoꝛe of wealth, Let it ſuſtice t o 
marke what this ſame our @aniour| tl 
ſaieth,by the mouth of Luke and oppo / n 
ſeth ouer againſt the pzomiſe ſpoken of! f 
nowe alreadie ; Woe bee to you that t 
are riche, for you haue receyued your: e 
conſolation ſapth he, after him his Aa. f 
poſtle Iames againe:Goe to now ye rich ? 
men, weepe and howle for your miſeries| f 
which ſhall come vpon you: your riche 3 
are corrupt, and your garments moth ea- 1 
ten: your Golde and Siluer is cankred, & . 

| 

| 


the ruſt of them ſhall bee a witneſſe a-|, 
gainſt you, and ſhall eate your fleſh as if 
it were fire, & c. And Paul againe, Gaine 
is not godlineſſe, but godlineſſe is great 
gaine, 


mans frailtie and faith, 21 


aine, if a man be content with that he 
bach for we brought nothing into the 
world. and it is certaine that wee can ca- 
rie nothing out. Therefore when wee 
haue foode and rayment, let vs be there- 
with content: for they that will be riche 
fall into temptation and ſnares, and into 
many fooliſh and noyſome luſtes, which 
drowne men in perdition and deſtructi- 
on. For the deſire of money is the roote 
of all euill, which while ſome luſted after 
they pierced themſelues through with 
many ſorowes. But thou O man of God 
flie theſe things and followe after righ- 
teouſneſſe, godlineſſe, faith, love , paci- 
ence and meekeneſſe, fight the good 
fight of faith, lay holde of eternalliyfe, 
&c. Byall which wee doe as euidently 
ſe againe that Yonour , Fame, Pozt, 
Pompe, wealth and aboundance in this 
woꝛlde are no ſure witneſſes of Gods 
fausur, and therefoze the want of them 
no ſure argument ofthe contrarie, buf 
the ende and very trueth is this, if wee 
feare God and bee paze , pouertie is 
great gaine. And if further the Lo2d goe 
IB 3 with 
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with vs and make riches alſo increaſe, 
pet may we neuer ſet our hearts vpon 
them, fo2 there is no ſure comfozt in 
them. And thus me thinke Frailtie, foz 
this firſt griefe there ſhould grow com⸗ 
fozt,and vou ſhould now be contented. 
Foz cerfainely , certainelp, as God is 
God, oꝛ trueth truth, pouertie is no fo- 
ken of Gods diſpleaſure to all, but a ſin⸗ 
gular meanes of much godnefſe vnto 
many : and thus much onely ok it at 
this time. The Loꝛd giue vs p;ofite by 
his pꝛomiſes. 


Comfort againſt vncheereful 


neſſe and ſorowe, the ſecond remptation. 


Pour ſecond temptation you ſay is 


this, the heauie weight pou feele of your 


ſinnes, and the continuall ſozowe and 


grief, that is annered and ioyned there⸗ 
vnto. Foz comfozt and ſtap whereof I 
ſerke no further, than to the place ol 
Matthew named befoze. Foꝛ euen there 
alſo in the verie next verſe is this aſ- 


ſault bet — b:each made vp, be⸗ 


ing 


— 


— — 
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ſe, ing in wiſedome fozſcene of Chriſt, as a 
on thing that greatly ſhould goe about to 
in ſhake his childzens faith. Mhat theres 
02 | foze you thinke your miſerie, he maketh 


Ns 
d. 
is 
0s 
ls 
0 
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pour happineſſe: and what you thinke 
your woe, he maketh your comfoꝛt ſure 
and cerfaine. Bleſſed(ſaiethhe)are they 
that mourne, for they ſhall be comfor- 
ted. Mhich mourning can no wayes 
be meant but of ſuch as nowe yours is, 
if if ariſe(as you affirme)by ſight of ſin 
committed againſt your God, whome 
yet you loue and hope in, though it be 


with much weakenes, Foz woꝛldly ſo⸗ 


rowe (ſaith the Apoſtle) cauſeth death, 


' bufgodly ſo2owe cauſeth repentaunce 
; bntfo ſaluation not to bee repented of, 


; Wozldlyſozowe ariſeth vpon outward 


griefes,o2 fight of outward puniſhment 
commonly, and godly ſ0zow vpon ſight 
of ſin comitted againſt a merciful God, 
and a god God, ten thouſand times de- 
ſerning better ſeruice of vs , and who 
pet will be merciſull, if we repent and 
amende. Therefoze the end of the one is 
nothing but deſperation and woe, if the 

B 4 Lo2d 


Gen. 4. J. 
verſe. 11.12. 


1. Sam. laſt. 
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Loꝛd doe not ſpeedily helpe, and the end 
of the other as you heare euen Chziſt 
himſelle ſay,is happineſſe and comfozf; 
which that you may pet moze firmely 


feele t to greater toy with both handes 
appꝛehend, let it not be tedious ina few 


examples fo beholde the trueth of both, 

Did not Caine ſozowe and ſadly caſt 
downe his countenance whc he pertei⸗ 
ned a regard giuen to his bꝛother 4 not 
to himſelfzpinched it not his hart with⸗ 
in, whe God cane ſentence of him? Me 
ſe it evidently , and pet nenerthcleſſe 
weknowe withall that the Lozde abs 
þozredhim, 

Did not Eſaw mourne , when ha 
wept foz woe, and dubling oner his 
ſpeach to his father ſo erp2effed the paſ- 
ſion ofa pained heart within him: vet 
founde be no plate to repentante ſayeth 


— 


the Apoſtle, though he ſought it with 


feares , but was reieded as a pꝛophans 

perſon notwithſtanding al his ſoꝛowe. 
What griefe griped the heart of Saul 
think you, whe he ſaw his army ſpoiled, 
bis thz& (ones ſlaine, himſelt᷑ ſoze gan 
d 


— 


—— 
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led and wonnded with the archers ſhof, 
when he deſired his armour bearer fo 
thꝛuſt him thzongh with his ſwo2de, 
and foz want of his aſſent was glad to 
doe it himſelfe,and ſo become his owne 
deſtroper? Was this no ſozow & griefe? 
Pet not bleſſed, but accurſed ſuch mour⸗ 
ning and ſuch mourner. 

What horrible hell of diſpairefull 


griefe battered the heart of Achitophel 2. Sam. 17.23. 


that famous Counſeller, when he ſawe 
the diſtreſſe he ſtode in, and foꝛ eaſe and 
end of that heauie happe , was glad to 
conclude his owne ſhamefull confuſion, 
to put his owne head himſelfe in the 
halter, and to hang himſelfe? fell euer 
this out think we, befoꝛe cue ſeas of ſo- 
rowes had wzecked and wozne within 
him all kinde of comfozt away? No cer⸗ 
tainelp, but ſuch rufull endes haue euer 


| heapes of rufull conflictes and conceifs 


befoze them, and therefoze wee ſee ſome 
ſozrowe farre ſeparated from this pꝛo⸗ 
mile of Chʒiſt in this place. 


To conclude , what woe oz woꝛme 43. 1. 
| thinke we, did gnawe the heart of Iu- 


15 5 das 


Pſalm. 6. G. 
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das, when the guilt of cruell deede did 
pꝛeſſe his ſoule ſo ſad , that neither re⸗ 
warde receiued, noz anie kinde of con- 
teipt either of God oz man could ſtaie 
bis hands from finiſhing his owne life: 
Pet acurſed wo, we knowe, and as far 
from the gaine of this pꝛomiſe heere, as 
ſinne is ſeuered from a vertue. 

Nowe of the other part wey the ſo⸗ 
rowe that you are in,ifpon tell me true, 
and marke the iſew of it. Bleſſed firlt 
ſaith the Lo2de Jeſus is it, and bleſſed 
are they that conceiue and feele it, fo; 
they ſhall be comfozted. And then in his 
wo2de he afozdeth examples to ſhewe 
the fruth by tryall of this pzomiſe, Da- 
uid mourned fo2 the multitude of his 
iniquities, and remained mourning as 
he ſaieth all the day long. Euerie night 
be waſhed his bedde with werping, and 
watered his couch with feares. The 
finnes of his youth tinged him, and the 
fins ofhis age grened him:his knowen 
offences made him full woe, and pet his 
ſecret ſinnes remained terrible. Howe 


the ende of all was comfozt accozding} 


to 
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to this pꝛomiſe, and bleed Dauid that 
euer hee felt with ariefe ſo much his 


greeuous tranſgreſſions ; The like did 
Manaſſes, and was comfozfed : the like 


did the Publican, and was comfozted: 
the like did the Prodigall ſonne, Marie, 


Rahab, Lot, Noah, and all the reſt of ſa- 
ued ſinners ſince the woꝛlde Node, and 
were comfozted. owe the pꝛomiſe 
is made and offered as heartilie and 
freely to you, to mee, and to all that e- 
ner will fake hould of if, as euer if was 


to them. Foz Whatſoeuer thinges are Nom. 5.4. 


written afore time, are written for our 
learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might haue 
hope , And therefoze Frailtie awake, 
end wipe thy dazeled eyes, behould the 
ende of ſenſe of ſinne and ſozowe ioyned 
thereunto: it is happineſſe, it is bleſſed- 
neſſe, and it is certaine, ſure, and la⸗ 
ſing comfozt,if God be true. The like 


map be ſaideof that ſozowe alſo that a- Luke. 19. 
riſeth not vppon our owne, but other ** 9 
mens miſeries, as fo2 the want of the Pt — — 5. 

wozde, foz want of fruite when it is 
| had, 
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Micheas. 7.1. had fo hereſies diuiſions, and ſchiſme⸗ mi 


in the Church, and ſuch like :fo2 this is] lot 
a godly (ozowe , and ſhall be comfozted, 
A doctrine fo ſwerte as no pen can lai 
downe. Dwete J ſaye fo all, pet euen the 
molt ſweete to the miniſters, to whome nu 
it was chiefly ſpoken: foz hee lift vp his let 
eies vppon his diſciples ſaieth the text: wi 
when he ſpake theſe thinges, as know, hat 
ing what ſtoze of ſfozmes ſhould ariſe 
vnto them by reaſon of their calling, 
And therefo2e let them take it in the 
name of God, as if is offered to them 
and claſpe it in their armes ſo harde to 
their heart as all the woes in the woꝛl 
may not loſe their houlde from if. Foz 
the trueth hath ſaide it, and experience 
frieth it, they ſhall lone and not be lo! 
ned, they ſhall labour and not be liked, 
they ſhall ſerue at the altar 4 but pwze- 
Iy line of the altar. Their pietie ſhall be 
hypocriſie their zeale,choler; their beat, 
youth : their pꝛaiers ſhall not pꝛoſit, 
their watchings walt, e their faſfings 
doc no god, but ſinne ſhall ſtill reigne, 
iniquitie abound, the greater part ” 
ma 
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maine vnrefozmed, and they foz al their 

lone, labour, and true faithfulneſſe be 

reiected , and confemned in the ende. 

Wherenpon what wo doth growe to 

the ſoule that ſanozed any truth of mea⸗ 

ning, loue to God oz god will to men, 

let them iudge that haue felt, oz whoſe 

wiſedomes can weyp what the Lo2de 

hath not giuen them triall of in tbem⸗ 

ſelues. Surely ſuch it is, as is able to 

make the meekeſt Moſes plead with the Numb. 11.13. 

Lo2de and aſke why be ſo verethhis ſer⸗ 

uant with an vnthankefull charge, and 

commandeth to carie in his boſame as 

anurſe the ſuckling childe ſo peruerſe a 

people , as though he had conceined the 

02 begotten them all him ſelfe. Such as 

is able to make Ieremie trie in the twit⸗ 

ching toꝛment of his minde Wo is mee ef. 10, 

my mother that euer thou bare mee Aa 

contentious man, & a man that ſtriueth 

with che whole earth. I haue neither lent 

vpon vſurie, nor men haue lent me vpon 

vſurie, and yet euerie one doth curſe me. 

O Lorde thou haſt deceiued mee, and I lere. 20. 7. 

am deceiued, chou art ſtronger than L 
an 
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and haſt preuailed, I am in deriſion daily, 
euery one mocketh me. For ſince] ſpake 
and cried out of wrong, the worde of the 


Lorde was made a reproch vnto me: and 
therefore I will make mention no more 
of thee, nor ſpeake anie more in thy 
name. But here is a comfozt to ſfay all 
impatiencie , & to continue their courſ 
in ſeruing of the Loꝛd in their calling 
fill. Bleſſed are they that mourne, 
for the want of the feare of GOD in 
men, for their ſorrowe ſhall haue ioye, 
and they ſhall be comforted at the laſt. 
And in the meane time Elie his ſpeech 
is miete fo2 euerie one: It is the Lorde, 
let him doe what ſeemeth good vnto 
him. And beholde here am l, be it vnto 
me as my God will. Thus may the mi- 
niſters apply this pꝛomiſe. And fo2 von, 
Frailtie,02 anie one in your caſe, J pzay 
pou alſo conſider how it fitteth you. Fo; 
what can you ſay nswe, groning vnder 
this griefe of yours, traueling and hea 
uie loaden with pour ſinnes , what can 
you ſap, J ſay, if you ſay pour woꝛſt, 
but euen crie out vpon the fulneſſe and 
fowle/ 
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fowleneſſe of your iniquitie, vppon ths 
ripeneſle and rottenneſſe of pour ſinne, 
ſaping your life is loſſe vnto you, and 
there is no toy vnder the Sunne, that 
you can conteiue of any thing by reaſon 
of pour inne: Foz pou haue bene an J- 
dolafer, a blaſphemous ſwearer, a Da- 
both bzeaker,a diſobedient childe to pa⸗ 
rentes and ſubiect to P2zince, a murthe⸗ 
rer malicious and ſpitefull, an adulte⸗ 
rer wanton and light , a thiefe deceite⸗ 
full and vniuſt, a falſe witneſſe, an euill 
thinker, and what not? And therefoze 
though foz manie ſinnes you could hope 
ol mertie, pet foz ſo manie pou cannot, 
but a heape together beateth you down, 
when many ſingle ones could not do it. 
This is the woꝛſt you tan ſaie, and 
this is ill inough if GO D gine not 
faith; Yet ſ& how all this is nothing. 
where this pꝛomiſe is marked. Fo2 eut 
this ſoꝛowe, this mourning, this dif- 
tomfoꝛt and griefe that you haue con- 
teiued by rewing of pour life, is a 
ſure token, that you are the Lo2ds,and 
that he hath mercie foz you,if you will 
not 


32 A conference betwixt 


not ſtande in defence of him, but be of 

god hope he ſeth you. And my p2ofeis 
no woꝛſe than the Lozdes owne wozds, 
Bleſſed are they that mourne, (foz their 
ſinnes x tranſgreſſions,fo2 their wants 
and weakeneſſe , & foz their loſe courſe 
in the wayes of ſo god a God) for they 
ſhall be comforted , Shall he ſay bleſs 
ſed , and you ſay curſed:ſhall he pꝛomiſe 
comfo2t,and you ſay vou are taſt away? 
God foꝛbidde. Remember what the ſpi- 
rite ſaith in the 1.lohn.5, 10. He that be- 
leeueth not God, hath made him a lier, 
And therefoze conclude with your ſclfe 
and be cheered with it, were there no 
moꝛe pꝛomiſes (which yet aremany be 
ſides ) of mercie vnto ſinners, vet were 
this ſufficient to ſtate the weakeneſe of 
anie, if the Lo2de be in them to gine 


them faith in it, that the God of truth 


bath pꝛonounced happineſſe to this wo, 
and intailed ſurely a certaine comfozt 


in time to deſcende bnfo this ſoꝛo de. 
Manie moe J ſaie are the pꝛomiſes of 


2128er ses — 


FEET 


God, and manie moe are the places of thei 


comfozt in this your caſe , but my lea / this 


— 
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ſureſerueth not now tomakea treatiſe 
ofaconference ; and when inough is 
ſaid, why ſhoulde you not be ſatiſfyed? 
God hath ſpoken it, the power of Bell 
cannot diſpꝛoue it, you ſhould belene it 
and J doe end with it, happie are vou, oz 
anie man oz woman in the wozlde, if 
rou feele your ſinne and ſoꝛowe foz if, 
ſo that you wil belene. Foz you are not 
taſt away, but you ſhall be comfoztfed: 
you weepe now, but you ſhall laugh, 
and you ſhall fele the yerfozmance of 
the woꝛdes of Dauid Pſalme 126.5. 
They that ſowe in teares, ſhall reape in 
ioy:and they that go weeping and carie 
23 ſeed, ſhal returne with ioy, and 
ring their ſheaues with thẽ. Mhereas p 
ſame god ſaith with a thundzing ſound, 
Woe be to them that laugh nowe, fo: 


they ſhall weepe, Woe be to them, that 


in this life ſfretch them ſelues vppon 
beds of Juozie, ſing to the ſound of the 
Wiole, and d2inke their wine in bowles 
ofgolde, without ſenſe and ſozrowe fo; 
their cinnes:fo2 the day will come, when 


this ſwete ſhall want, and what hath 


| 


C not 
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not earl bene felt , ſhall ſmarte am g, 
ſting. and burne no leſſe than the fired ,f 
hell, and ſtrongeſt venome of deſtruaiſ th 
on, that euer was oꝛ may bee, Coy gg 
therefoze gine vs faith, and what f& |, 
lingofſinne it pleaſeth him. Foz this , 
flefhlie peace, and ſecuritie within vs,is an 
no token of loue, and the contrarie wa ſ 
kening, griefe and woe, is nothing tun yg 


ne 

Strength againſt heat of affecſ ® 
tions, the third temptation. — 
Dur third aCalf ariſeth ofthe — 

Y ners iniuries e ſundzy wzongs ju 
ron ſuſtatne abꝛod wout redꝛeſi ,,, 

oz reuẽge, together with p ar 
fulneſſe either knowne, oꝛ imaginedin zr 
your owne houſhold and family, where th 
by you are dꝛiuen to greater impatienſ in 
cie often than may ſtande with the li |, 
king of your God whom you lerne, ant} ,, 


whereby inderde, as you ſay, if yoi| ,, 
leaue it not, you knowe you do dam , 


vpon 
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m vppon you the heauie and angrie hand 
of him, Foz helpe whereof goe no fur- 
ther, but enen to the verie next verſe 
following in the ſame Chapter of Mat- 
' thew,and marke it well, Foz wel knew 
Is theLozde that as they that feare God, 
 andhane not a gaping conſcience to 
ſwallow foz gaine hozrible thinges,are 
n both mozeſubiect to pouertie with the 
| ebpanions thereof, ę alſo moze occaſio- 
ned. to mourne in reſpec of their owne 
c cauſesx other mens, as alſo in reſpect of 
manie checkes, tauntes, and bnkindey 
neſſes, which they ſhall indure moze tha 
others vpon whom this flattring wozld 
fiyrethand laugheth, and in whome a 
lulled conſcience offereth ſight of little 
©] euill in them, and therefoꝛe ncededfobe 
i armedagainff them, as J ſay this her 
kne we, ſo likewiſe as well did he fozeſce 
that theſe cauſcs publike and p2ziuateof 
*| impatiencie and diſtemperature in af- 
fections ſhoulde ariſe vnto his childzen, 
and therefoꝛe pꝛouided fo2 if alſo. Foz 
taſt vour eyes about the woꝛlde alitte, 
and viewe the courſe of things, and are 
C 2 not 
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not the godly,harmeleſſe,and quiet men 
often in this wo2ld retected and w2ung 
and pinched at foz this thing and that, 
when moze contentious natures are 


let alone as ſhzowes to deale withall? 
Path not p true meaner often a ſhzowd 
turne done befoꝛe others that are woꝛſe 
diſpoſed: Bath not the voyce of trueth 
20nounced it of thoſe that be his, that 
in the wozld they ſhall be wzonged and 
hated and perſecuted , and ſo fa2th? 
Thereſoꝛe if fo2 this alſo he had not left 
vs counſell, our happe had bene har- 
der, and our fall ſhould haue beene grea / 
ter, by theſe occaſions, But like a wile 
teacher, and a god God he hath done it 
as J ſay in the next verſe there, and cd 
mendeth vnto vs the rule of our nature 
x the victoꝛie ouer our affections be the 
pꝛouocations neuer ſo manie to the 
contrar ie, ſetting a crowne of happines 
vppon the heade of that glozious ver⸗ 
tue in theſe woꝛds, Bleſſed are y mceke, 
for they ſhall inherite the earth . Nowt 
the mecke ſaith a learned man are they, 
which are not eaſilie pzonoked with 
iniu⸗ 


r e eee eee. 
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injuries, which are not ſhoꝛt and teaſtie 
vppon] euerie offence, but are readie 
rather to ſuffer anie thing than to doe 
the thinges that the wicked doe, men 
and women to conclude that reſiſt not 
euill, but onercomeenill with god. Oz 
yet moze fullie ſuch ( as an other ſaith ) 
asare not of nature fearce,and deſirous 


teuer ok reuenge, but milde, fracable, 


tourteous, ſoft, and gentle, eaſily foz- 
gining a wong, if it be done vnto them, 
hating chidinges, contentions & ftrife, 
readie fo giue plate to euerie bodie, and 
choſing rather with a quiet minde to 
tommitte all to God, than with infem- 
perate heate to purſue his owne right. 
Bleſſed are theſe men and women ſaith 
the Lo2de , and happie ſhall they be, the 
earth is theirs,and the in 
it, and they hall inherite them. 
why fo may you either fay — 
Durelie becauſe this is not fleſhe and 
blode in them, but an heauenlie alte⸗ 
ration of croked nature by Gods re- 
newing ſpirite. Foz fleſh and blood cans 
not bzoke w;onges ,but a man and wo⸗ 
C3 man 
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man w2ought in an other mould by th 

wozking grace of God, can e dailie doe. it is 
Nowe the Loꝛde wozketh this in nom not 
but in ſuch as ſhall neuer die ( fo2 this| wo! 
ſancifying ſpirit is the pleadge of elec gait 
tion) and therfoze bleſſed are the mecke tho 
O Frailtie then, what a place is this ti me 
helpe your infirmitje withal, if vou wil mu 
in deede conſider of it earneſtlp;Pou can} ma 
not ſoꝛgiue, you cannot fozget, poi in; 
tannot be ſtriken, but you muſt ſtrikiſ uin 
againe, you cannot bee w2onged byl ſitic 
woꝛde oꝛ derde either abꝛode of others trie 
o2 pꝛiuatly of pour owne, but by ant] as 
by von fo2get your ſelfe, your place] cep 
your calling, your God you ſerue , an to: 
a number other n&decfull thinges to bet] the 
regarded, # vou are as hotte as fire foz car 
a time. But in dede you muſt do others yo! 
wiſe if you line foz euer, as you ſee in] the 
this litle ſentence. Foz the Lo2ve bath} we 
giuen if out and charged his miniſter yy! 
to the ende of the wozlde with a bound ov 
ſpirite to pꝛoclaime it to his people, thatſ der 
bleſſed are the m&eke. Howe they that toi 
do, as you do, are nat micke, and ow ls 

024 
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bi te you ſee the concluſion howe ſharpe 
e.| it is, they ſhall neuer be bleſſed. And it 
«| not bleCed , then neceſſarily wzetched, 
s| wofall, and curſed. Therefoze J ſap a- 
0 gaine,J p2ay you let it be regarded, and 
ie, thought vpd verie earneſtly, Foz trulie 
fo! mee thinke if mwueth my ſelfe verie 
vil mach. And though I ſ& in the ſcripture 
an} manie other notable places ſounding 
ou fozth the ſame, and manie reaſons con⸗ 
kt uincing by fozcible concluſion the neceſs 
byl itie of it, and manie examples of the 
tried god that hath growen thereby, yet 
n] as to others God giueth a greater con⸗ 
cept of one thing than an other, ſo this 
nd] to me J finde moze pearcing than the o⸗ 
et ther A muſt nc&edes confeſſe. And pet bes 
cauſe euerie man is not my ſelfe, and 
erg you eſpectallie Frailtie are not Faith, 
in though my- daylie companion in the 
wozlde, leaſt J ſhould mille of helping 
ou by miniſtring nothing but mine 
dwn medicine to you, A p2ay you conſls 
der alſo of the courſe of other ſcripturs 
touching this matter. And firſt you ſhall 
ee ſe no calling „ men „ 
4 


| 2,Timot.2.25. 


Tlal. 25.9. 
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the Lozde by name bath not inioyng 
this temperance of affections and war 
neſſe of nature, which now J ſpeakef 
It they be miniſters, then inſtruct ſa 

he them that be contrarie minded win 
meekeneſſe. If they be Magiſtrates, iti 
likewiſe iniopned them. And meekeng 
beawtifieth cſpectally them that are n 
authozitie ſaith Chryſoſtom. If they kt 
neither, whatſoeuer they be,walke wor 
thy of the vocation wherunto God ha 
called you ſaieth the Apoſtle) with a 
humbleneſſe of minde, and meekeneſſe 
and long ſuffering, ſupporting one an 
ther through loue. And Dauid gineth 
reaſon of it: For them that are meel 
ſhall he guide in iudgement, and teach 
the humble his way, And is this 
fozceleſſe reaſon? That which beauti 
eth euerie calling, and euerie perſo 
ſhal it not bewtiffe you thinke you? 
that which is fozbioden to enerte one 
ſo expꝛeſle plaineneſſe, can you think! 
the Loꝛde will euer alow in pour ſelſt 
Purely he wil not, and therefoze knol 
it and thinke of it, if you pleaſe the Lon 
2 N yo 
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pou muſt be mecke. 

The reaſons J ſpake of be theſe and 
ſuch others, Firſt the Apoſtle in his e- 
piltle to the Galatians reckning vp the _ . 
fruites of the ſpirite which neuer ap- Fo 
peare in ante 2 , but in ſuch as ſhall 
be ſaued, reckneth this as one amongft 
them, to be m&ke , and amongeſt the 
fruites of the fleſhe , that ſhall leade vs 
vnto death, he reckoneth the contrarie, 
choler andheate, whereuppon wee our 
ſelues (as cleare as þ ſun ) may ſe, that 
if the Loꝛde voutſafe vs this change of 
nature from ſowꝛe to werte, and from 
anger ko mekeneſſe, there is no moze 
domfoꝛtable cric canne happen in this 
earth vnto our ſonles, that they are the 
Lo2des.And ifhe doe not, then as migh- 
tille miniſtreth if an argument againe 
of woe, alas, and endelefſe- woe vnto 


bs. 
- Decondlie to be mekeis a frueimi- 
fation of Chꝛiſt, fo2 Learne of me ſaith Math. 11.29; 
he, Iam meelee and lowly in heart. But 
be that treadeth the eps of this Lo2de 
and God, chall neuer die: and therefo:e 
C5 bleſſed 
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bleſſed are the mecke. Contrariwiſe to 
be haſtie, furious, and intemperate, is 
to followe Cain, Eſau, and all repꝛo⸗ 
bates, which whoſo followeth, ſhall ne- 
—— therefozc curſed is the con- 
trarie 

Thirdlie, the Lo2de careth foz vs if 


le be meke, and watcheth ouer our 


wꝛonges, ſeeing all the wozdes 4 deedes 
and verie thoughtes conceined againſt 
vs, and the Lo2de will pay our debfes 
if we leaue it to him and iuffle him not 
out of his thꝛone, ſitting downe our 
ſelues therein as judges and reuengers 
of our owne cauſes , Ye knoweth our 
vpꝛiſing, and downe lying, he is about 
our bed, and about our pathes , and ſpi⸗ 


eth out all our gwinges, and ſeth hes 


not when we are w2onged ? He hath ta- 
ken a reckning of the verie haires of 
ourheads,he putteth our teares into his 
bottle, and are not our wꝛonges thinke 
we noted in his boke? O therefoze how 
ſhould we our ſelues learn to bemecke, 
to foꝛgiue, and to referre our ſelues ouer 


to him, ſince we haue ſuch a iudge⸗ The 
wilt 
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wife whileſt her huſbande lineth, quie⸗ 
teth ber ſelfe from fozren toples, and 
leaueth all incumbzancesto him, foz he 
careth foz them: but if bee by death de⸗ 
part from her,then ſhe her ſelfe, becauſe 
the hath loſt her aide. Nowe we, if wee 
be in deede as wee thinke wee are, the 
 childzenofthe Loꝛde, we are the ſpouſe 
of an huſbande that neuer dieth, but in 
life is permanent, in power ſufficient, 
in care ſtill vigilant, and therefoze how 
ſhould this conſideration kill our affecs 
tions, moztifie our haſtie heartes and 
hands, and alter vs daily to an heauen⸗ 
ly temperance, patience and meckenes: 
The Lo2de is our aduocate to put bp 
our ſute, the Loꝛde is alſo indge to giue 
ſenfence of our w2ong, and Frailtie then 
how can any eſcape that hurteth vs , if 
we would be meke, and leaue it vnfo 
bim:Pethinke,me thinke J could even 
dwel continuallie in this conſideration, 
it is ſo comloꝛtable. What madneſſe 
ſhould mone vs to harbour our hurt, to 
batch vp our harme, and to keepe mat⸗ 
| fersboyling and feſtring within vs vn- 
fozgiuen 
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foꝛgiuen and vnfoꝛgotten, when we 
haue ſuch a Judge 2 God ſtrengthen vs 
and nine vs victoꝛie ot dur ſelues . But 
why Frailtie, ſtandeſt thou pet ſo mute: 
Belœueſt thou not all this:? It thou doſt 
vet hang in the bꝛyers of thy vnrefoꝛ⸗ 
med paſſions, adde hereunto ſome kur⸗ 
ther p2ofe of paſſed pꝛadiſe, and experi⸗ 


if it be the Lo2ds will. 

The Iſraelites in Argypt oppꝛeſſed 
and harmed, could not with right coun⸗ 
teruaile might, but as patiently and 
meckely as God made them able, abid 
if, E cried vnto the Loꝛd, and what fol- 
lowed? The Lo2de heard them, Moſes 
was ſent, they were dclinered, x Pha- 
raoh with all his hoſt dzowned in the 
ſea. See with pour own eies the reward 
of meekeneſſe. 

Dauid oppꝛeſſed by Saul his tather in 
lawe „ whom at home and abzoade hee 
truelp ſerued andhonozed,ſought no re⸗ 
uenge, but euen refuſed it when it laie 
_ — „and with all mekeneſſe, 


e, tlet that as mightie to perſwade, 
cfm and confo2me thee to this vers 
t 


milde⸗ 


— 
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mildenelle, and patience committed it 
to the Loꝛde, and Saul had his puniſhs 
ment, Dauid the kingdome. 

lacob being thzcatened deſfrucion 
by his bzother, conceinednot by and by 
the like towardes him againe, but lea⸗ 
ueth his countrie & fathers houſe, put⸗ 
teth vp the w2ong , poſſeſſeth his ſpirit 
in patience and meekeneſſe: and what 
inſewed:Dhe Lozd was with him both 
day and night, the Angels of heauen 
are his ſeruantes, the Lo2d giveth him 
wines & wealth, comfoztand ſtrength 
every where, and Eſau liueth to die foz 
euer, as the fatted Oxe is pꝛepared fog 
the laughter. 

Ioſeph hozribly flaundered fo2 his 
faithful ſeruice bare his greeuous croſſes 
meckely , and honour is his ende, euen 
great and rare honour. O barts ot ours 
then, where are they? Mhat a GOD 
ſerue we, whoſe mercie vppon meeke⸗ 
neſſe hath thus ſhewed it ſelfe beſide in 
munbers moe: Shall it not moue vs: 
Shall it not pearte vs: ay ſhall it not 
chaunge vs? God fozbidde we m—_ — 

enſe⸗ 
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ſenſeleſſe, and therefoze you ſe Frailtie 
what muſt bee done, and what ſone- 
raigne helpe the Lozdelayeth downe 
foz pour infirmitie,be your occaſi6 pub⸗ 


like oz pꝛiuate, at home oz abꝛoad, with 


manie oz few, affections certainly muſt 


be bꝛideled, and euen fought withall till 
That we hurt they peld and become moze quiet:other/ 
dur ſelues alſo wiſe we run vpõ our ruine both in hea 
— 54 a; uen t earth. Foz þ one thus as you ſis 
n-. pꝛoued, and truelie the other is as true. 
Foz what gonernment are they woz- 
thie , that will not gouerne, as they 
poſſibly can themſelues well? What 
trueth can they knowe, that cannot a 
bide to heare indifferently both parties: 
No, euer ie man ſhall frame himſelfe to 
their humours till his turne be ſerned, 
and trueth ſhall neuer dare to appeare 
befozethem. What daanger can bee 
pꝛeuented, o2 what guilefull gueſt can 
be diſcouered, when heate doeth thun- 
der out thzeates , ere the time ſerue to 
take knowledge of the matter? Thee 
nemie is armed, the friende is diſcoura- 
ged, and iudge your ſelfe then howe 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength is impaired. What ſernant ,if 
Cod rule not in him mightilie, will tru⸗ 
lie ſerue, where comfoztable counte- 
nance either gineth not hope of cdueni⸗ 
th ent rewarde, oz at leaſt pzeſently acceps 

' teth, what is done, in fauoz? Mhat one 
il that hath anie giftes, friendes, oz abili⸗ 
tie, will euer abide with a louing and 
true heart, where repꝛoches and diſ⸗ 
comfoztes are his daylie death? No, no, 
it will neuer be, noz it cannot be. Mel 
may a wozldlie minde in regard of paſ⸗ 
ſed time and charge make men rubbs 
ont and car ie coales till thep can do bet⸗ 
ter, oꝛ may get à cheate, but the hearte 
being alienated, and the true faitbfull 
kim affectid that is aboue gold, wozne 
away with often rebukes, which being 
not digeſted ſende bp at times as tos 
kens of their — Yo a bitter taſte, 
all is but holowe, all is but inregarde 
of themſelues, and iftime ſhould ſerue 
tone&ede them, God knowes howe their 
ſnubbed hearts would cal their \nubbes 
to remembꝛaunce, whereas meekes 
neſſe, gentleneſſe, comfozt and counte⸗ 

nauncs 
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naunce maketh a ſeruaunt true in his 
dealinges, painefull, willing, conſtant 
in his place, and readie euen to die in 
the ſeruice of them whoſe louing vſage 
hath pearced his ſoule with a permanet 


affection if hee be of anie god nature, 
ik hee be not, the ſame vertue of meeke / 
neſle watcheth loketh,heareth and con | 


ſidereth all thinges wiſely, not bewzay- 
ing him ſelfe, till he haue founde indeed 
a hollow ſeruant, and then wedeth out 
iuſtlie ſo ill a member. 

Therekoze J ſay agayne whatſos 
uer your occaſions be of diſo2der in your 
affections , be they at home oz ab2oad, 
fruely Frailtie, fight with pour ſelfe, + 
neuer ſuffer your infirmitie to pze- 
uaile, Foz God requires it, and euen 
woꝛldly wiſedome requires it: and the 
verie hardeſt thinges are made eaſie by 
ſome ble. Nowe you haue a God fo 
helpe you beſide ble, who with his bleſ⸗ 
ſed mouth hath pꝛomiſed helpe , c with 
his mightie ſpirit ſhall aſſiſt you, if you 
pꝛap. 


Frailtie. 


| 
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Frailtie, 

Yea but the courſe of the world ſer- 
ueth not for this counſell. For I tell you 
nowe adaycs, who ſuffereth a little ſhall 
ſuffer more, and who putteth vp one 
wrong , ſhallputvp 20, Men can not 
live nowe, and either get, or keepe, if 
_ ſo gentle as you woulde haue 

em, 


Faith, 

O Frailtie howe are you deteiued⸗ 
And howe fill ſauour all your ſpeches 
of your nature? J p2ay vou tell mee, if 
God woulde ſap to you be mecke, and J 
will confirme thee in this wozlde both 
with ſufficient mainfenance and con- 
tinuance in the ſame - be the pꝛactiſes 
neuer ſo peeuiſh againſt the, would pon 
not beleene him? 


Frailtie. 
Yes, For I knowe he is able to doe it, 
ifhe ſay hee will doe it, and I am not yet 


ſo weake to doubt his power. 


D Faah, 
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| 
And 
Faith, lie t 
Uerie well, and J p2ay you What tho! 
followeth in this verſe of Chꝛiſt which lay 
nowe we handle? Js it not a flat pꝛo/ met 
miſe that the mieke ſhall inherite thi but 
earth? If you will then ſtande to your ing 
ſpeech, and belteue the Loꝛd vppon his me: 
wo2de , doe if nowe then and ener h 
after, fo2 here you ſc his pꝛomiſe. 
whole wozlde may rage againſt vs, 
pet ſhall we inherit the earth in diſpi 
of them all if we will be m&ke . 
is, we ſhal both get + kepe that poꝛti 
which the Loꝛd thinketh miete foz v 
will they nill they that doe trouble 
ueither euer ſhal the fozce of foe furt 
pꝛeuaile againſt vs, than ſhall be 
oneway o2 other foz vs. Bleſſed father 
heauen what a pꝛomiſe is this, and ho 
contrarie to mans reaſon and ſenſe: 
repeated over and ouer in the ſcrip 
fo further aſſurante as you map le, 1 
you reade but that one Pſalme the 37 
confirmedto vs by Paul, who ſaith het! his 
had nothing and yet poſſeſſed all you 
and 
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ind by the experience of all the god⸗ 
lie that euer was. Therefoze enen a 
thouſande times marke it Frailtie, and 
ich lay it vp. The wozlde pitieth theſe 
204 merke ones, & calleth them Gods foles: 
but the Lo2d bleſſeth them, and his bleſs 
ur ling maketh wiſe , The woꝛlde iudgeth 
his/ merke neſſe the ver ie high way to beg⸗ 
re] gerie, and pet vou heare the Lozde even 
fatlie ſay , they ſhall inherite the lande 
¶ that baue the ſame, were all the wozlve 
againſt them. Therefoze to goe no fur- 
ther, conclude nowe with pour hearte 
Frailtie to bſe this remedie of the Loꝛds 
laid downe to bzidle fraile affedions x 
truſt his woꝛde. Certaine nowe you ſee 
it is (fo; the Lo2de hath tide it) Bleſſed 
are the meeke. And euen by that hould 
« that J fo2 my part haue taken of this 
pꝛomiſe,  pzonounce Unto vou againe, 
that the verie date and houre of pour 
birth you may bleſſe, if the Loꝛde gine 
vou victozie-oucr your affections and 
make youmeke: and ſo J leaue you to 
dis mercie. 
, | 
ö D 2 The 


| 
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The fourth temptation , art 
ſing ofwant of iuſticein our | 
cCauſes, &c. 


Y 


*. Frailtie, 


Can not denie, but your perſwaſion 
are vpontrue warrant, and they ought 
reatlie to mooue: yet me thinke you 
doe not fullie marke my gaſe.. For ifl 
{ought anie thing either at home in m 
houſe of my familie, or abroade in the 
worlde of others, which were not bod 
meete for a Chriſtian to demaunde, ani 
in trueth mineowne flat tight, I could 
ſee mine anger to be faultie, and paticnt 
ly le arne to put vp the matter I truſti 
time, But ] tell you Faith, I doe not ſa 
J ſeeke nothing, but, as I haue ſaidt, 
myne owne due, what I ought to haut, 
and whart I truche pay for: and therefor 
I tell you in this caſe my choler hat 
more warrant than you well marke. Fat 
it woulde touch anie bodie to looſe hi 


right 
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right, And a man were better out of this 
worlde, than to bee robbed thus of iu- 
ſtice and lawfull fauour as I am. It makes 
mee wearie of my life : and I tell you I 
ſee le it ſtirre within mee, euen to ſtrike 
handes with the wicked, and to doe as 
men maie like mee, that I may be quiet. 


Faith. 

Sofflie Frailtie, ſoftlie, your tongue 
tumbleth to faſt, and pour nature J fell 
you plaine bzeaketh out to much. Shall 
Jloſe my labo2 with pon, and pꝛeuaile 
nothing with either ſpeech oz god will? 
Are you not aſhamed with this affir- 
mation , that if you ſought anie thing 
bnlawfull, you could beare in me&kes 
neſſe the deniall 2 Why no thankes fo 
you. Thus coulde a Turke oz Yeathen 
doe, and almoſt the Dinell : common 
teaſon woulde make them. But J tell 
vou, except pour meekeneſle exceed this, 
you ſhall neuer be ſaned. Foꝛ the ſcrip⸗ 
ture is plaine, there is no pꝛaiſe to bes 
patient when a man deſerues of mi his 
paine, but if when we doe well, wee 

D 3 ſuffer 
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ſuffer w2ong , & vet be meeke and pati⸗ 
ent, this is acceptable to God ſaith the 
Apoſtle. And euen in your verie caſeof 
ſutes and demaundes, that are but 
right, if iuſtice be not had, yet muſt this 
vertue of meckeneſſe remaine in vs, as 
mate euidentlie appeare in the verie 


next verſe of Matthewe . Foz there the 
Lo2d knowing the nature of fraile fleſh, 


howe it woulde ffartle and ſfo2me at 
this matter, be + tẽpted by it to fozſake 
his trueih, as it were of purpoſe hitteth 
your obiection on the mouth with his 
bande, and biddeth it ſtande backe, as 
not wozthie to appeare and be hearde, 
Fo2 Bleſſed (ſaith he) arc they that hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſſe, for 
they ſhall bee ſatisfied. That is, ble 
ſed are they that notwithſtanving they 
fo moderate their deſires,as neuer they 
ſ&ke 02 wiſh but what is iuſt and right, 
and their own deue debt, pet as hungry 
and thirſtie line in patience t᷑ cannot be 
ſafiſfied with recept of iuſtice fo2 their 
owne. Bleſſed J ſay are theſe, and they 


ſhalbe ſatiſfied. Where you ſeeu? with 


both | 


| 
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both your eyes, except you wil winke. x 
euf in our owne right we muſt want 
right ſomtimes in this wozld,xyet muſk 
bemecke and godly and faithful ſtil, And 
in the end we ſhalbe ſatiſfied, either of 
man, 02 God, oz both, as ſurelie as 
we live. Therefoze Frailtie, if it bee 
poſſible ceaſe to be Frailtie, and gouerne 
affections by theſe ſ werte pꝛomiſes of 
eternall trueth. 

Noe want of inftice , no w2ongfull 
opp2eſſion , no croſſe and vnconſciona⸗ 
ble dealing of men, muſt make vs fall 
out with our God oz ſtrike handes with 
the wicked. God fozbid, Shall we ſerue 
God no longer than bee will rule his 
wiſedome by our wiſedome, and ſerue 
our deſires fitly? But woꝛdes be but 
wo2des , and pet tell you theſe woꝛds 
are true reaſon. Notwithſtanding con- 
ſider you foz pour confirmation what 
godly men in the ſcriptures haue euer 
done:and if Ood will haue mercie vpon 
you, refoꝛm pour nature to their alow⸗ 
ed courſe. J pzay vou if a man ſerue at 
the altar, is it not reaſon that he line of 

D 4 the 
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the altar, that is, if a man ſpende him⸗ 
ſelfe, his bodie, his minde, bis gods to 
inſtruct people in the way of ſaluation, 
t require of them againe meate,d2inke, 
and clothing foz his paines , doth he re- 
quire a thing vnreaſonable , oz doth hee 
demaunde anie moze than is his due 
right: Pet did Paul the deere ſeruaunt of 
the Loꝛde hunger and thirſt after this 
righteouſneſſe, and had it not. For vnto 
this houre ſaith he of himſelfe, we both 
hunger and thirſt, and are naked, & are 
bufieted, and haue no certaine dwelling 
place, &c. Pet was he mæke, patient, 
e his affections oꝛderlp foꝛ al this, ⁊ yet 
he had not his right as pon ſe. Mhat 
did Dauid againe deſire at Sauls hande, 
but that ſince he had voutſafed to make 
him bis ſonne in lawe, he would likes 
wiſe vſe him ſo, o2 at leaſt as a true 
ſubiect and ſeruant, with ſafetie of life 
til he deſerued wozſe 2And was not this 
right and his very due? Pet pleaſed it 
God Dauid ſhould hunger, and thirſt fo; 
this righteouſnes, and not hauo if, And 
vet you l& J lay againe it was his 
| right, 
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right. What did Ioſeph hunger and 
thirſt foꝛ, but to be reputcd honeſt, when 
hee was honeſt, and not ſtained with 
that crime which his ſoule abhozred? 
Pet did he want it. What did all the 
PÞ;ophetes and Party2s deſire , but 
Gods glozie to be increaſed, and their 


obne lines ſaued when they deſerued 


no death? Pet did they want it. Nay 
what did euen Chꝛiſt himſelfe hunger 
and thirſt foꝛ, whileſt be here liued, but 
the riſing vp of Gods kingdome in the 
heartes of men, ano the ſaluation of 
their ſonles? Yet euen this right and 
due to him, and this great and endleſſe 
god to men themſelues, could hee not 
obfaine, but hungring and thirſting af- 
ter it, was defpiſed and ſcoꝛned, and in 
the end killed. Yet were al thcſemecke, 
and gentle, and quiet in their affections, 
notwithſtanding all this, and neuer 
fretted themſelues at the croked courſe 
of a curſed woꝛlde, but tated theſelues, 
and at the Lozdes handes they were all 
ſatiſfied in the ende, accoꝛding fo this 


pꝛomiſe, Ye haue heard that it hach bin Mach. 13.38. 
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ſaide an eie for an eie, and a tooth fora 
tooth, but I ſay vnto you reſiſt not euell: 
but whoſocuer ſhall ſmite thee on the 
right checke, turne to himthe other al. 


ſo, Pea euen pet farther , they thus 


w2onged in the wozld ſpake of merke- | 


neſſe, and commended it both to them 
ſelues and others. Foz Learne of me, 


(ſaieth our ſauiour Chziſt) chat I am 


meeke, and lowelie in heart. And them 
that be meeke (ſaieth Dauid ) ſhall the 
Lorde guide in iudgement , and ſuch as 
be gentle, them ſhall he teach his waie, 
Wherefo2e J conclude if it pleaſed the 
Lo2de thus fo deale euer with his chil⸗ 
dꝛen, and euen with his owve deere ſon 
pet ſatiſfipng them in the ende, and hath 
in mercie made a faithfull pꝛomiſe fo 
deale no wozſe with vs in the ende, if 
we will be content: trulp then no want 
of iuſtice, euer in our moſt righteous 
ſutes and demaundes, ſhould make vs 
intemperate, but rather dꝛiue vs fo 
this p2omiſe, and in it wee to bee con⸗ 
tent with all merke mildeneſſe , both of 
heart, tongue, and countenance, — 

the 
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che Loꝛde ſe his time to ſatiſfie vs. And 
Jpzay you Frailtie conſider of it. You 
1 it with your eies, your excuſe is 
nought,be your right neuer ſo god, and 
your w2ong neuer ſo great, But wee 


' cannot doe what we ſhould doe euer, 


and eſpecially in theſe harde conflices, 


Pet as neere as we can, let vs be ruled, 
und dꝛawe to this heauenly vertue dap⸗ 


lie moze and moze of mekeneſſe and 
patience. Jf we will nof, ſurely as we 
line, when the Loꝛzde hath fried vs a 
while with mercie (&king our god and 
cannot bowe vs, he will at laſt ſcourge 
bs in anger. fiercely bzeake vs. If the 
iudge ſhould ſay it, oꝛ any moztal man, 
beconfent and J will ſatiſfie you , wee 
would be quiet , and ſhall the God of 
heauen & earth ſo ſaping not be heard, 
truſted, and regarded? The Lo2d ſhew 
his wozke vpon vs: fo2 otherwiſe , if 
there be a hel, oꝛ he be a God, this intol⸗ 
lerable contempt of ſo ſ werte a pꝛomiſe, 
and ſo ſure a bleſſing will haue a ſcozt- 
ching rewarde at the laſt. J can ſay no 
moze Frailtic , but bid pou loke 2 

is 


66 A conſferencebetwixt 


bis owne wozdes,he ſaith you are blel / yo 
ſed when you are oppꝛeſſed foz want an 
of right, if you will be content, and pon pi! 
ſhall of his owne ſelfe be truely e fully] G. 
ſatiſfied, if you will mildely tarie ch Id 
it. Nowe if you will call him lier to his 
face, and ſay yoa are miſerable becauſt 
vou are ſo dealt withall , 02 not happie, 
neither ſhall it be better with you vi 
leſſe you wil leaue his lawes, and ioim 
felowſhippe with the wicked, you may] de 
wozke pour owne woe, and who can] be 
helpe it? But J hope better of yon, and] ly 
A wich better to you, which you ſhall | tit 
neuer miſſe if you will be merke. And] ar 
ſo let the Loꝛd wozke with yon, you ſe} o 
his woꝛde, and you knowe my minde, | ir 


The fifth temptation againſt | 
mercifulneſſe by reaſon of 


vnthankefulneſſe. : 
Fraill is. b 
f 
t 
| 


Ince then you are ſo plaine and 
comfortable, I will e further 
1 


bewray my ſecrete a 


ultes ynto | 
you, | 
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you, if I ſhall not bee troubleſome, 
and crave your fltength as in theſe, ho- 
ping when the remedie appointed of 
God is vicd , it will preuaile with mee. 
Idoethen ouer and beſide all theſe, ſind 
manie other infirmities and even in anie 
thing that God hath commanded, ſome- 
thing or other faſt creepeth vppon mee 
to ſlacke mee from that duetie, which I 
knowe to be inioyned mee. As firſtin 
dealing with ſuch.as haue neede of my 
belpe as a good Chriſtian ſhoulde, true- 
ly you will not belceue howe the ingra- 
titude of the world quencheth my hearr, 
and ſtayeth my hand. For I ſee the courſe 
of men and the naughtineſſe of natures 
in theſe cuill dayes. Let a man lende his 

ore neighbour ſomething to helpe 
on with all, as God commaundeth, or 
let him even giue cleerely for euer to 
him, yet ſhall he neuer a whit be better 
loued of a number for it: but if he lende, 
be driuen to ſue for his one: and if hee 
give, haue rather vnkindeneſſe, and a 
tanting ſcornefull ſpeech, than anie o- 


ther commendable and thankeſull con- 
ſiderati- 
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ſideration for his goodwill, Whereby 
I am often (I confeſſe my . 
driuen euen to the point of this world. 
ly and wicked concluſion with my ſelfe, 
Let them finke or ſwimme for me, I will 
ſeeke to live my ſelfe out of all mens 
daungers, and Iwill neither borow , nor 
lende, giue nor take, make nor meddle, 
Let other mens wantes bee other mens 
woes, and God helpe them, there 


are manie wayes to make a man poore, 

though his hande be harde inough, Now 
this I knowe is vngodlie, and I was not 

borne to doe thus, yet Frailtie I am, 

and by reaſon of the monſterous in- 

gratitude that the worlde aboundeth 

with, perforce Iconfeſſe it, I am oſten 

driven towarde s this rocke. Againe I ſec 

euerie man euen from the heade to the 
foote, ſo giuen to halting, cogging, glo- 

ſing, lying, ſoothing, ſmoothing, flatte- 
ring, and diſſembling, and ſo thereby to 
winne fauour, towinne wealth, to winne 
friends & countenance in their dealings, 
that me thinke I cannot ſtande anie lon- 
ger in the innocencie of a good conſci- 
cence, 
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2nce, but I muſt doc as they doe, that I 
may get what they get. Yet knowe I 
this to be diueliſhe, but I am Frauſtie b 

name, and Ifeare mee by nature I ſhall 
be no leſle, Thirdlie when anie vnquiet- 
neſſe growes in tone and countrie, or 
anie iarring vnkindneſſe, I fec ſuch ha- 
zard in dealing betwixt them, ſuch ſub- 
tilties and fetches to make a man a par- 
tie in that which his ſoule hated, and ſo 
to trouble him, and let the beſt be ſup- 
poſed, I ſee vſually fo ſmall ens 
gotten of either partie, but euen the cõ- 
trarie, that Iaſſurc you, I ſit ſtill and let 
them bate the fire that made the fire, 
and themſelues waſt one an other, 
anda thouſand moe too for mee, ifthey 
will, Notwithſtanding my conſcience 
accuſeth mee ſecretlie, that this is not 
well done of mee. And thus indangered 
without, and accuſed within, me thinke 
my caſe is harde and grecuous . But] 
will not weary you with anie moe of my 
infirmities. For I euen ſhame to ſhewe 
you theſe,bur that you are Faith, a friend 


where you take ſtrong and comfortable, 
and 
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and gaue me libertie to bee thus boulde 
with you before. 


Faith, 

In dede Frailtie you are, when 
theſe thinges thus flowe vpon you , yet 
Frailtie may vou ceaſe to be, by the grace 
of God, if you wil diligetly weigh what 
fkrength in the ſcripture is miniſtred a 
gainſt them. Foꝛ to beginne with you 
firſt, and letting ſtoze of other ſcriptures 
paſſe to keepe me ſtill in this fift of Ma- 
thewe, euidently it may there appeare, 
that the Lozde knewe it would aſſault 
his childzen, and therefoze vttered his 
ſentence, no doubt of purpoſe to con- 
firme them fill , that Bleſſed are the 
mercifull, for they ſhall obtaine mercie, 
Mherein if it were well marked, there 
is comfozt hidden eut᷑ ſufficient againf 
this vile ſuggeſtion. Fo2 ſhall the Loꝛde 
of heauen ſet a bleſſing vpon the head of 
a thing, and we not be moucd with it? 
Nay ſhall if not moze moue vs, than all 
the ſpeeches o2 conceptes in the wozlde 
to the contrarie tending? What though 
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a dull heart ſap, let all men periſhe, ſo 4 
may be ſafe, oz what though; athouſand 
pollicies pzicke to a pꝛiuate regarde as 
bone meaſure of pꝛiuate welbeing , dog 
we not heare with our eares, and ſ 
with our eies, the ſpech ol truth which 
ſhall ſtande when heauen & earth ſhall 
fall, Ble ſſed is the mercifull: Either then 
make God falſe, oꝛ this bleſfing aſſured 
to the vertue euer. And ik it be aſſured, 
then neuer regarde the conceptes of a 
witleſſe woꝛlde, but conſider the vertue 
in it ſelfe, and what it ſhall pull vpon 
you. Then to the imagination of want 
that may growe by this grace, and fo 
the ting that ariſeth vpon their ingra⸗ 
titude, whome we haue beene mercifull 
bnfo, oppoſe the pꝛomiſe that foloweth- 
inthe place,For they ſhall obtaine mer- 
cie. Doeth a man obtaine mercie when 
he is in this woꝛlde made wozſe, and in 
the woꝛlde to come no better: No, you 
knowe he doth not, & therefo2e it muſt 
nedes follow , that this pzomiſed mer- 
tie implieth a greater god than euer can 
come harme by a liberatl and mercifull 
C hande 
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bande in oꝛder, either in this wozlde, 9; 
in the other, oz in both. And it hath con- 
firmationalfo of ſcriptures beſide. Foz 
I haue beene young ( ſaith the P2ophet 
Dauid ) and nowe am olde, yetſawel 
neuer the righteous forſaken, nor his 
ſcede begging their bread. But the righ- 
teous is euer mercifull and lendeth, and 
his ſeede is bleſſed. And againe in an o⸗ 
ther Pſalme,. A good man is mercifull 
and lendeth, and he ſhall neuer be mo- 
ued, but had in everlaſting remẽbrance. 
Whereby it is plaine & plaine pnough, 
that let the woꝛlde and her chickens be 
as churliſh as they may be, vet mercie 
is gainefull by the pzomiſe of the Loꝛde 
vnto the mercifull. And mo2e ſhould we 
regarde, what our GD D liketh, lo⸗ 
ueth, & bleſſeth, than what with wozld- 
lp wꝛetches getteth rewarde. Pet e⸗ 
uen heere alſo it hath his pꝛaiſe, as you 
may ſe by pꝛofe in Iob and others ma⸗ 
ny, though not peraduenture euer in 
all that are moſt bound vnto it. Wher- 
foʒe euen a thouſande times we ſhould 
contemne this rude nature of vnrefo2- 
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med wozldlinges, and let them be as 
bnkinde, as vngratefull, and as per- 
verſe as their toꝛruption can make the, 
if the Loꝛde ſoften our hearts, and giue 
bs this vertue of mertie, dur rewarde 
is certaine, the bill of our bleſſedneſſe is 
ſigned, and we, as we could euer deſire, 
aſſured to be gapners. Sincke if then 
Frailtie in pour heart, it J map obtaine 
any thing of you, and heare not theſe 
thinges without any pꝛoũt. Ponder the 
god pꝛomiſed in your minde, and pon⸗ 
der the frueth of him that pꝛomiſeth it, 
God of heauen + earth. If the god coun- 
ternaile your hurt, as a thouſand times 
it doth. pour temptation is ſtrengthned, 
and if be neuer decepued, that hath gi⸗ 
nen his woꝛde foz payment of you, it is 
moze ſtrengthned, but both of theſe are 
true, and therefoze God gine you bſe of 
them, the bleſſing ofmercifulneſſe fo all 
that truely neede pour helpe, is aſſured, 
This were ynough then ik von be not 
btterly fallen out with mee, and will 
tredit nothing that Faith telleth pou, to 
fay your ſteppes in this godly dutie of 
E 2 mercie, 
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mercie, vet regarding your nature ra- 
ther than the neede of the thing, adde 
vnto al this but ſome litle view in pour 
minde of the vertue it ſelfe in it ſelfe, 
and it map be vou ſhall finde ſtrength 


increaſed by it. Is it not in his nature 


thinke you an aſſured vertue, that God 
maketh ener any p2omiſe.of rewarde 
bnfo 2 Oz can it make miſerable that 
the Loꝛde ſaith,maketh bleſſed's: D2 is 
it not cauſe ynough to citinue you euer 
in the pꝛactiſe of it, that the Loꝛde ſo ol⸗ 
ten, ſo earneſtly, and ſo generally to 
all eſtates tommaundeth ite Surely it 
is, and therefoze mercie in it nature is 
a moſt notable dertue. Is it not to be 
honozed that maketh men in whome it 
is ſo renowned, as that all ages ſpeake 
and w2tte of their names and natures 
fo it? But this vertue of mercie hath 
bene ſuch to many, and thereloꝛe in all 
trueth, a notable vertue. Foz pꝛafe of 
my aſſertion , J let paſſe the multitude 
of the faithfull, whom either ſcriptures 
92 ſto2tes , oꝛ pꝛeſent pꝛadiſe, as vet as 
mongeſt vs honozably ſpeake 4 thinks 
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of, And Jremember you onelie of his 
name, whoſe nature in this action / be- 
ing an heathen ) hath-often well liked 


me Alexander the great. Whom when Note. 


one Perillus humbly beſought to helpe 
him with ſome money towardes the 
beſtowing of his daughter in mariage, 
by and by he commanded 50. falentes 
to be giuen bnto him: and when the 
man refuſed ſo great a gift, ſaying.that 
ten talentes would ſuffiſe , being tolde 
of it he alſo aunſwered , that it behoned 
a god nature, not onely to conſider 
what an honeft friende doeth aſke , but 
what his abilitie is well to ſpare and 
gtue. Thinking belik(which in truth is 
often ſo in deede) that either modeſtie, 
02 feare, 02 ſome one regard oz other, 
may make an honeſt nature, not aſke 
ſo much as in dede he ſtandeth in ne&de 
of manie a time, thereſoʒe god reaſon 
afaithfull friend ſhould haue reſpec to 
ſuch an one aboue his aſking euer. 
Was not this a ſwerte nature then, 
and a notable vertue in this man 2 Oꝛ 
can any man reade this ofhim , andnof 
GT 3 lone 
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lone and like him fo2 it. Great therefoze 
is the pꝛaiſe of mertie and tender kind- 
neſſe euer. By mercie we reſemble 
God, and p2oue our ſelues his childzen: 
Foz our heauenly father is mercifull, 
By mercie we become inſtruments and 
as it were amners to the L oꝛde to deli 
uer his gratious benefites to our bze⸗ 
thꝛen, and euen very equitie requireth 
it at dur handes, that if we finde mer- 
cie our ſelues in all our needes with 
God, wee ſhoulde not denie it in their 
wantes vnto our bzethzen. Foz ſo ſaith 
the Lo2de fo that euill ſeruant in the 
Goſpell, that he ſhould haue fo2ginen, 
becauſe he was fo2giuen himſelfe ; and 
ſhewed kindeneſſe fo his felowe, ſince 
he hadfounde it with the Lozde him⸗ 
ſelfe. Laſt of all that fearefull thzeate of 
mercie euer to be denied to vs, if we de 
nie it our ſelues to others ſhould ſtreng 
then and ſtay vs in this vertue foz e 
uermoze. Zherefozeloke not J ſay as 
gaine bpon mens acceptance of our do 
inges, but loke pon the vertue it ſelfe, 
how it adoꝛneth a man, howe it com 
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mendeth a man, and hows it maketh 
his fame to flie both farre and nere in 
enerie place. And loke vppon the ſure 
rewarde, that is pꝛomiſed to it by the 
Loꝛde. It you be mercifull you ſhall be 
bleed , if you be mercifull you ſhall 
haue mercie , if you bee mercifull you 
ſhalbe renowned, vou ſhall aſſure your 
ſoule that you are the Loꝛdes, becauſe 
you reſemble his nature, and if pon be 
not, both God and man ſhall curſe vou: 
Therefoze be mercifull. This map in⸗ 
courage vs, and this will incourage vs 
certainely Frailtie, if the Lo2de be not 
quite departed from vs. But as if is 
nedful that this vertue ſhould be in vs, 
ſo is it as nedefull that it be rightly in 
bs,fo2 otherwiſe we deceiue our ſelues, 
and wee ſhall miſſe the rewarde in the 
ende. And therefoze as J haue indeuo⸗ 
red to ſtirre you vp vnto it, ſo it ſhall 


not be vnp2ofitable peraduenture alto- 


nether if J alſo-direct pou a litle in it. 
Some then haue thought this vertue fo 
haue bene deliuered in the verſe befoze 


which we haue heard of vnder the name 
ET 4 of 
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of m&keneſſe , but in deede they differ 
much. Foz meekeneſle then is ſhewed, 
when we our ſelues are w2onged , and 
yet reuenge not, but put it vp and leam 
it tothe Lozde . And mercie when wee 
our ſelues being no way hurt, yet are 
touched and mwued with other mens 
wantes, and enen ſuffring with them 
becauſe they ſuffer, indeuour ourſelues 
to our abilitie to relieue and helpe them, 
So that this vertue of mercy as you le, 
ſcandeth of two partes, to wit, ok a ten 
der feeling, and compaſſion within vs, 
and of an ant warde louing helpe with 
our abilitie what ſoeuer it is without 
vs. The miſerie of man is of two ſo2ts, 
and therefoꝛe alſo this mercifull pitit 
and helpe of as many. Foz either a man 
wanteth what is nedefull foz his ſoule, 
o2 what is conuenient foz his bodie, 
And both of theſe doth a mercifull chzv 
ſtian tender and pitie, and helpe, as hy 
can. Df the fozmer we haue a pꝛole in 
the example of our ſauiourChꝛiſt, whole 
bowels euen perned and heart aked to 


ſe the ſpirituall miſerie and _— 
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that great multitude that then he ſawe 
being deſtitute of knowledge and alfo- 
gether as wandering ſhepe without a 
ſhe&pheard. Df the ſecond wee haue a 
pzofe alſo in the Samaritan, whoſe mers Luke.ro. 
cifull nature ſhewed it ſelfe to warde 
bodilie wantes, and outward greefes of 
him that theues had ſo ill handled. And 
in both theſe you ſee the partes I ſpake 
of, namely inwarde compaſſion and 
outwarde helpe » Without which 
neuer can this vertue fande, noz wee 
be liked either of God oz man. Foz if 
we pitie and yet helpe not, that feareful 
youu of Iohn lighteth on vs, Howe 
welleth the loue of God in vs , and we 
ſhall aſſaredly heare it in the day of 
iudgement , When I was naked yee clo- 
thed me not, when I was hungrie yee 
fedde me not, andſo fozth , And it woes 
belpe a man in his nede , and pet 
doe if not vpon any tender compaſſt- 
on fowarde him, but vppon a iolitie 
and pꝛide in our ſelues, and vppon an 
imagination of merite foz the wozke 
lake, oz ſuch like, it is 3 
5 a 
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all that euer we doe to the Lo2de , and 
we loſe our rewarde. If you doubte of 
this, ou map ſe it pꝛoued in the Pha⸗ 
riſies, whoſe almes abonded, and made 
a glozious ſhewe. But becauſe they 
let p weightier matters paſſe, as iudge⸗ 
ment and ertie and fidelitie, their out- 
warde deeds had neuer reward, There 
foʒe euen a thouſande times marke it, 
howe want of right diſpoſifion in the 
heart, maketh ontwarde dealing of 
giftes, be if neuer ſo magnificall , but 
phariſaicall and wicked: againſt that 
blockiſh aſſertion of ſome, that the den 
done muſt needes be rewarded. This 
tender feling doth the Apoſtle both pꝛo⸗ 
feſſe in himſelfe, and require in others. 
In himſelfe, when hee aſketh who iu 
weake and he is not weake , who is ob 
fended and hee burneth not? In others, 


when hee ſaith, werpe with them that 


weep, and rebuketh the Corinthians fo; 
that they ſ&ingſo great a fall of their 
b:other, were puffed vp and did not ra 
ther ſozowe . So well thus pon ſe 
what manner of mercic muſt be in on 
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if it bee allowed of the Loꝛde. Powe,, merci. 
howe this god vertue is begotten in falnelleis 
vs, iet vs alſo conſider , and beſide di- wrough in 
ners others that might be named, von men. 
tall ſe the wozkers of it eſpecially and 
aboue other meanes fo bee experience 
and ſight, Foz the firſt wee ſ@ it in | 
the wiſedome of the Lozde our God Experience. 
molt plainely, who therefoze gaue his 
owne ſonne a ſenſe of our woes, that 
i might make him a moze 

mercifull, readie and carefull regarder 
our ſufes . It behooued him(ſaith the Heb. 2.27. 
) in all things to be made like to 
his brethren, that hee might be a merci- 
full and faithful high Prieſt. And againe, 
We haue not an high Prieſt that cannot 415. 
be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities, but wee haue one that was in 
all things tempted in like ſort, yet with- 
out ſin, concluding therupon pꝛeſentlp. 
Let vs therfore go boldlie to the throne 
22 that wee may receyue mercie, 

grace to helpe in time of need. Why 
ſo? Aſaredlie becauſe wee can neuer 
ſ*le that want which he knoweth not, 
and 
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and knowing, experience wozketh ef, 
fectually a readie regarde and helpe, 
Whereuppon by the way , wee may 
grounde a great comfozt againſt anie 
croſſe if we marke it. Foz thus may we 
thinke, if mercifulnes make vs bleſſed, 
and erperience make vs mercifull,then 
whenſoener the Lozde giueth vs ani 
taſt of woe, he doeth but ſchole vs vnto 
happineſſe.But J paſſe if ouer, and non 
let vs conſider , what a verie monſter 
and valie beaſt in nature he is, who 
bauing himſelfe dzunke of the beggars 
diſh,and taſked the (mart ofneedy want, 
pet neuer the moze is moued infen- 
derkindneſſe to others, when God hath 
made him able to helpe them, but. a 
bzaſſe o2 tron turneth both hande am 
heart away, when pififull ſutes art 
made vnto him fo2 ſome comfozt. And 
then view wee in like manner the fozct 
of ſight in ſuch examples as wee ham 
commended fo bs in the ſcriptures. 
When Pharaohs daughter ſawe little 
Moſes inthe baſket, ſhe pitied if :when 
Ieſus ſawe the multitude, he hed com⸗ 
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on them, healed all their ſicke: 


when hee ſaws their want of teachers, Mark. 6. 


de pitied them: when he ſawe the wo- 
man weepe whoſe ſonne was deade, be 
pitied her : when the Samaritan ſawe 
the wounded man, he pitied him: when 
the Lo2de ſawe his debter fall downe, 
he foꝛgaue him all: and hee that ſeth 
his bzother wank, and turneth his face 
away, O howe is the lone of GD D 
him? with a number ſich. Do that 
fight A ſay aboue either hearing oꝛ mas 
nie other meanes, is a vehement woz- 
ket of this vertue in vs, if we bee the 
Lozves: and ofthis vertue not in part, 
but in whole, foz if you marke the cx- 
amples againe,you ſhall neither ſe pi⸗ 
tie without belpe, no2 helpe without 
entire compaſſion in them; but both to⸗ 
gether, the one following euer after and 
bpon the other: which if if bee ſo, then 
ſoulde we take a viewe of our ſelues 
ccaſioned by this doctrine , and dili⸗ 
gently weigh what either ſight of other 
mens woes, 92 hearing, 02 ante other 
meanes wozketh in vs, and if —_— 5 
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flintie heart within vs, whatſorner 
we ſ& 02 heare , iudge then betimes 
what will be our caſe at one time 9020 
ther, when bleſſed ſhall bee the mercy 
full, Surelie weſhall finde what th 
lam. a. 1. oꝛde hath ſpoken, that iudgemen 
without mercie ſhall bee vnfo vs, be 
cauſe we haue ſhewed no mercie. An 
if we finde the contrarie, as greatfli 
may it toy vs againe on the other ſid, 
But J foꝛget my ſelfe in following thi 
diſcourſe to farre, and therefoze hen 
will J cut it off: once againe def 
ring you neither in this vertue, ng 
others euer ſo much to regarde what 
the wozlde doeth thinke, as what ti 
God of heauen that made the wol 
doeth iudge. Foz if yon doe, you (hal 
neuer whileſt you liue kepe a fkreigh 
courſe in any god. Whe Lo2de ſaith 
the mercifull man ſhall be bleſſed, ther» 
foe ſhame vnto the face that once # 
uoucheth it, that mercy maketh miſers 
ble. The Lo2de accepteth it, let tht 
wo2ldeneglec it: the Lozde rewardeth 
it, let a ſenſeleſſe woꝛldling be _ ſq 
Ns 
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ler dngratefull, and what the Lozve re⸗ 
| wardeth, if can neuer make a man 


woꝛſe if he bie it, therefoze be merti⸗ 
full, What ſhoulde J ſay? Cerfainelp 
Frailtie fill God become falſe , fill his 
bleſſinges become curſinges , his pꝛo⸗ 
miſes vnp2ofitable, and his rewardes 
not wozth hauing, the feeling heart and 
the helping hande, heade, tongue, oz a- 
nie member gift oz abilitie in vs can nes 
wer impoucriſhe vs beyonde our god, 
as you plainelie ſc: and therefoze pour 
temptation is aunſwered , and your 
weakeneſſe ſtrengthened, if the Lozde 
graunt you feeling and vſe of his wozd: 
which J truſt he will, and beſcech him 
that he may, 


Strength againſt Diſſimulati- 


on, the ſixt temptation, 


Our next tfptation ariſeth by diſ⸗ 
(mulation , and a mightie moti⸗ 
on you finde to doe as the wozlde 
doeth. But Frailtic, — vou 

cane 
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leaue fo thinke gaine to bie godlineſſy, 
and beginne to thinke onelie godlineſſe 
fo bee gaine , as the Apoſtle teacheth, 
and a little to weigh with your ſelfe, 
what in euerie age euerie honeſt man 
and woman hath thought of this beaſt 
lie vice, were it neuer ſo generall,ſurely| | 
you woulde finde ſtrength againtt it in 
your ſelfe , and a maruellous hatred 
kindled in your heart of it J beleue 
verilie. Foz there is nothing that pub 
leth any body into this Meramorphols 
of nature, but a careleſſe contempt ofa 
opinions of vs, ſo. wee may flouriſh 
and get our deſire of this curſed wozhd, 
Which J muſt ſaie againe is a beat 
lie vice in man oꝛ woman, becauſe iti 
maketh them that vſe it, this being & 
ner the pꝛopertie of a man, to pzeferre 
honeſtie befoze all vtilitie. owe i 


Scripture a= pou aſke what hath bene thought, J an 


gainſt it. 


Eſay.29. 


able to ſhewe you euen vnder one ſight 
both God and man againſt it, and man 
not onely Chꝛiſtian, but heathen, ſuch 
as beſive the light of nature had no di 
rection by the Lozde, Foz Woe vnto 


them 


5 a  — FS” a = T2 d-_@SXxiES £1 


rr wo RO” ans won, cu» we wr 


mans frailtie and faith, 81 


them ſaith the Lozde , that ſeeke deepe 

to hide their counſels from me. That is, 

that carrie moze ſhowe than trueth, as 

they doe which are outwardlie religi⸗ 

ous and inwardlie molt pꝛophane cons 

temners ofthe ſame, Helpe Lord ſaithpᷣ pal 

Þ;opbet Dauid, for it is high time, there 

z not one godlie man left. but y faithful 

re miniſhed fro the children of mE:they 

alke of vanitie euery mi with his neigh- 

bour,they do but flatter with their lips, 

ind diſſemble with their dubble hearte. 

Ind then in the deteſtation of ſo vple a 

thing the ſpirite of the Pꝛophete bꝛea⸗ 

keth out infoa curſe, and the Lorde 

roote out, ſaith he ſuch deceitefull lips. 

Which certainly is a ſpeach that ſhould 

pearce vs deepe, when wee conſider and 

thinke of it. The Apoſtle Peter alſo 

mieth vnto all that feare God , Laie a- 1. Peta. x. 

fide all- maliciouſneſſe, and all guile 

and all diſſimulation, enuie , and all 

euill ſpeaking, oppoſing theſe to the 

ſincere milke of the woꝛde ot G O D, 

which all men ought to deũre, that they 

maie growe oe thinges that 
cans 
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tannot agree and dwell together in anie| his 
man. And if we marke examples, was art 
it not, pꝛay you, a hozrible thing fo] att 
Simeon and Leuie to pꝛetende ſuch] as 
friendſhippe to the Sichemites , and ti thi 


harboz ſecretlie ſo blodie conceytes! 
Did not the Soule of their godlie Fx 
ther Iacob deteſt both ſuch men am 
ſuch dealinges? Was it not vile am 
vnſeming either foꝛ a king, oz anhv 
neſt man to diſſcmble ſuch liking ofD» 
uid,as that hee woulde giue him his 
daughter to wife , and yet meane nv 
thing thereby in truth but to ſnare him 
and to wozke his certaine ouerthꝛom 
by it? Such lone come to them that 
long foz it, and ſuch fathers in Lan 
God keepe vs euer from may we think 
and ſay, if wee marke it. Mas it noti 
deteſtable nature in Cain vnder a by 
thers face to diſlemble a murderint 
hearte and minde? Can vou abide bit 
euen to thinke of that curſſed courtic 
Ioabs ſpeach: Art thou in health my bro 
ther Amaſa, and leaning foz warde i 


kiſle him, ſecretlie to ſtabbe him wit 


yi 
fo! 
loa 
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nie] his dagger that he died pzeſently:Theſe 
are the effectes of this cruell vice : theſe 
fo] are the fruites of ſuch vnnaturall men 
uch] as haue caried faces vnder an hod moe 
ti than they woulde ſhewe, which aſſured- 
es] the Lozde hath cauſed to bee wzitften 
(| toconfirme our hearts in an vnfained 
loathing of it, ſeme it neuer ſuch wiſe- 
dome in a wicked wozlde, and bzing it 
never ſuch gaine fo the vſers of if. Pow 
mthe confrarie ſide conſider againe 
what a laſting pꝛayſe is ginen to the 
contrarie, namelie to ſincere e faithful, 
true & plain honeſt dealing with al me. 
do ſhal it ſtil appeare vnto you clearer, 
deteſtable in p eyes of God is agloũng 
toung . with an hollow halting e diſſem⸗ 
bling heart. What man is hee ſaith the 
i Pzophet David, that liſteth to liue and 
voulde faine ſee good dayes, let him 
in keepe his tongue from euill, and his lips 
bit] that they ſpeake no guile. As if he ſhould 
in] ſay , halfers will bee halted with all, 
co] one way 02 other, let the do what they 
| b tan, and ſo euill a nature ſhall finde ep⸗ 

ther with God 02 man oz with both at 
hi | 2 laſt 
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laſt a deſerued recompence and there- 
fozebee ſimple, Againe in an other 
place, Bleſſed is the man in whole ſpirit 
there is no guile. And againe Lord 
who ſhall dwell in thy tabernacle, ot 
who ſhall reſt vpon thy holy hill. Cuen 
p man faith the Lozd that amongelt 6 
ther vertues hath this by name ft 
ſpeake the trueth , when hee ſpeaketh, 
from his heart. And what a ſpeach is 
that of the Apoſtle Paul to the Corinthi 
ans, Our reioycing is this, the teſtimonic 
of our conſcience, that in ſimplicitie and 
godlie pureneſſe, and not in fleſhly wiſe 
dome, we haue had our conuerſation in 
y world. is conſcience boꝛe him wib 
nelle of playne dealing euer and it joy 
ed him. Durs trie within vs, our diff 
bling is monſtrous , and ſhall it neui 
thinke we bzing ſoꝛrowe to vs? Reade 
af your leaſure the ſirit of Syrach from 
the 33. verſe fo the ende. Neuer foy 
get alſo the commendation that Chail 
giueth to Nathaniel. But what ſhout 
Jheape bp anie moe teſtimonies:? Pa? 
Jnof fill referre you to the on of 

| 1 | 
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Matthew, and you there ſe& encn this 
tempfatib alſo as one that ſhould aſlalt 
the godlie pꝛouided fo2 in theſe woꝛds, 
Blefſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God. Conſider then of it wel, 
Frailtie, and be aſſured where there is a 
bleſing ſet vpon the head of the vertue, 
there is alſo a curſe ſet vppon the heade 
of the vice euer. Af they bee bleed of 
the Loꝛde, that reſerue in themſelues, 
notwithſtanding all temptations fo 
the contrarie, an honeft, faithfull, fim- 
ple, true dealing, and meaning hearf 
towarde all men, and in Whoſe ſpi- 
rites there is no guile, then as you 
liue,you may aſſure pour ſoule the con- 
trarie are curſcd befoze the face of 
him that is truth if ſelfe and neuer any 
thing but trueth. And whatſoener they 
gayne and get in the woꝛlde, they gaine 
and get the Dinell and all with it, vn 
lelle the Lo2de turne their hearts. But 
let this ſuffice a while touching God & 
his wozde, howe they doe alowe this 
dite whereunto you feele your ſelfe ſo 
geatly — a little alſo 9 
3 


i F athers a- 
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his childꝛens iudgement ot it, the aun⸗ 
cient graue and godlie fathers of his 
Church. S. Chryſoſtome wziting vpon 
the 7. ol Matthew and conſidering this 
ſlie nature of men and women, ſo faith⸗ 
full in ſhewe, and ſo faithleſſe in p2ofe, 
bꝛeaketh out into this deteſtation of it: 
Fie,fic, ſaith he, what a courſe is this? 
Ifit be a ſhame to ſeeme to be falſe and 
nought,is it notmore ſhame to be ſoin 
deede? Therefore either be as thou ſee 
meſt, or ſeeme as thou art euer. Whert 
you plainelie ſc, the true loathing, that 
this godlie father lodged of this vice in 
his heart. S. Auſtine ſpeaking vppon 
the woꝛdes of Chꝛiſt to Nathaniel, con 
cludeth this gloꝛious gloſſe that mani 
make, and this dærpe diſſembling that 
manie vle, to be a ſpeciall of the gene 
rall heade fraude and deceite, the ver 
naming whereof wee all abhozre. And 
vppon theſe woꝛdes againe of the 
Pſalme: Keepethy tongue from cuill, 
and thy lippes that they ſpeake no guile. 
Then laith he, is it treacherous Fraud 
Cum aliud in peclore clanſum habetur, alu 

promi. 
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omittit ur aut verbo ant atlione,Whe one 
thing is hidden in heart, and an other 
thing promiſed either by worde or 
action. Nowe of the contrarie vertue 
openlie and expꝛeſſelie hee affirmeth, 
that the ſimple God heartily loneth, and 
an other ſheweth who they bee, euen il 
they whoſe dealings are without plei⸗ Simplices qua 
tes and fouldes and wzinckles euerie © "nc plicat- . 
way. Againe that ſimplicitieand plaine \" MY 
open honeftie , that is contrarie toin Rom. 9. 
fraude and ſubtiltie euer is commen- 
ded ſaith Lactantius. And ſimplicitie Lb. . 
is euer iopned with true wiſdome ſaith 
Tertullian. No vertue ſo neceſſarie be- 
twirte man and man, as humble ſim- 
plicitie and modeſt grauitie, ſaith an 
other, And ko conclude, if wee re- 
garde the ſentences and iudgementes 
of anie, but our ſelues, certainely me 
thinke it choulde neuer bee fo2gotten, 
what S. Hierom fo heartilie ſpeaketh: 
Haue euer ſuch a regarde of trueth in all | 
thy doings , as if once thou haſt ſpoken Ad Czlant. 
it, all one thou takeſi thy ſelfe preſſed 
with it, as if thou hadſt ſworne it a thou- 
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ſande times. Thus ſ& pou ſecondlie 
tben the iudgement of true Chziſtian 
teachers touching the vice pon are ſo 
ſtronglie tempted to ſtaine your ſelfe 
withall. Thirdlie nowe vie we the o⸗ 
pinion of the heathen concerning the 
ſame, and if nature taught them veris 
beartilie euer to abhozre it, what will 
bee the ende Frailtie, tan you ſuppoſe, ei⸗ 
ther of your ſclfe,oz any other, in whom 
neither nature, noꝛ the renewed light, 
ſtrength therof the bleſſed woꝛd of God 
can kepe vpꝛight inp Chꝛiſtian courſe 
of plaine, true, faithfull , honeſt mea- 
ning, ſpeaking, thinking, and dealing 
with all men.What is hozrible detepte 
and fraude ſaith oneof thema famous 
Councellour , but when one thing 1s 
done, and an other pꝛetended in out- 
warde ſhewe:? Therefoze like of the 
one and like of the other, hate the fozs 
mer and abhozre the latter, thought 
this man ſe pou plainely in this place: 
And in an other place, he hath this rea⸗ 
ſon againſt if. Suſpition (ſaith he) of o- 
thers, was neuer good, but the more a- 

nic 
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man or woman vſe diſſembling and 
halting themſelues, the more euer they 
will ſtande in a ſuſpicious feare of others 
that they likewiſe vſe it, therefore neuet 
was it, nor euer ſhalbe any commenda- 
ble courſe in any, Againe how ſoundeth 
if till vnto all poſterities, the diſcredite 
and ſhame of thoſe cauilling , gloſing, 
Thracians, who hauing taken truce foz 
10. dayes , ſpopled their enemies in the 
night with this ſhamtull ſhift, that they 
named no truce to be kept on the night 
but onely on the day? And howe liueth 
fill and will doe long on the contrarie 
ide the pꝛaiſe M. Regulus amongeſt 
theſe heathens, becauſe he rather choſe 
to die a cruell death, then once to bꝛeake 
the faith he had true ly plighted, and as 
ny way by fraude, ſabtiltie, and diſſem⸗ 
bling treacherie to take the courſe that 
dthers did? But J ſtaie my ſelfe and aſ- 
fare pou of this, that in all ozations and 
beches , in all pleas, and actions, foz 
and againſt any ma amongſt them, ho- 
neſt plaineneſſe was euer an argument 
dffauonr and ſuccour,and holowe ſmw⸗ 
Fs5 thing 
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thing glauerie a note of repꝛoch and an 
argument to perſwade the contrarie. 
Howe therefoze let vs gather vp all 
theſe againe together,and if heathens 
hate it, Chꝛiſtians loath it, and the God 
of life and death abhoꝛ it, what ſtrength 
ſhould any cauſe in the earth haue fo 
tempt you vnto it? Nay Frailtie , howe 
dare you foz any fauour oꝛ gaine vnder 
the ſunne oppoſe pour p2actiſe fo his a- 
lowance, Whoſe difliking killeth and 
caſteth into hell foꝛ euermoze? There- 
foze J pꝛay you be warned, and wipe 
off that miſt of earthly couetouſneſſe, 
and ambition, that bleareth pour eies, 
loke with an other ſight vppon theſe 
thinges, and be aſſured if the trueth of 
God be allured, that ſince honeſt hearts, 
and plaine dealing hath a bleTing pꝛo⸗ 
miſled, the gaine of flatferie, gloſing 
and halting, is not the beſt welth , noz 
the beſt wiſedome. But bis litle is 
moze, whoſc heart is pure, than moun⸗ 
taines of gould and all honoꝛed ſtate, 
that is crept vnto by d&epe diſſembling, 
and ſo will the ende pzoue in them 02 

theirs, 
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theirs, if God be God . Foz they are ac- 
curſed, if the pure in heart be bleſſed,as 
Jhaue often nowe repeated. And iudge 
ifthe curſe of God will want his effect 
at one time oꝛ other, at firlf oz at laſt. 
But nowe it all this ſhould not yet ful- 
ly ſtrengthen you ( which God foꝛbid) 
then pꝛoctede with the ſentence in Ma- 
thewe, and ponder well the other part 
alſo of it. For they ſhall ſee God, (ſaith 
it.) What is this? But the Loꝛde ſhall 
reueile vnfo them dayly moꝛe and moze 
as a rewarde of their ſinceritie and ho⸗ 
neſt walking, his will, his mertie, his 
fauour, his comſoꝛtes, his ioyes pzepa- 
red, and all his godneſſe in Ieſus Chriſt 
towarde them. Which in deede is to ſer 
Ood as man is able to ſ& him in this 
life, and therefoze is called bleſſedneſſe, 
becauſe the ende of ſuch knowledge and 
ſight is bleſſedneſſe, as woe and miſerie 
is of the tontrarie. Where by the way 
weare notably taught what is neceſſa- 
rie in either man oꝛ woman that ſhall 
euer p2ofit by reading oz hearing the 
wozde of God, namely a pure gn 
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that is enen a ſincere minde and vp- 
right purpoſe to lcarne of the Lo2de 
and not to doe what they doe, either foz 
one cauſe oz other whatſoeuer beſide, 
that a ſubtill minde can laie downe, 
Which wozdes of Chriſt include a 
ſcrong comfo2t to honeſt ſimplicitie,and 
as touching a terrour againſt ſmothing 
hypotriſie. Fo2 the one ſhall ſe God, 
the other ſhall neuer behould him fo 
their comfoꝛt, but all their reading, all 
their hearing, all their knowledge, if 
the Lo2de beftowe any, ſhalbe to death, 
and not to life: to woe, and not to well: 
a ſauour ſending them bodie and ſoule 
to euerlaſting miſerie, as by neteſſarie 
conſequence foloweth of the place . Pet 
do J not meane in all this, that a man 
Could all be open to euerie one, and in 
euerie matter: fo: that were as great 
an extremitie the other way, and full of 
inconueniences. And J remember well 
what god counſell wiſe experienced 
Syrach giueth in this point: Namely, 
that we ſhould not open our heartes to 
euerie one, leaſt they be ynthankefullto 
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vs & put vs to reproofe. And in an other _ - 
place, be not too humble in thy wiſe- "5 11 

dome. And J remember Chryloſtome Pa <,.cra5.. | 
confeſſeth of himſelfe without feare of dio lib. a. 10 
blame fo2 it, that he vſed a litle ſubtiltie | 
to make S. Baſill accept his biſhopꝛicke 
and charge, which otherwiſe he would 
not, Therefoze I ſay againe vnder the 
p2aiſc of honeſt ſimplicitie and puritie 
or heart, J do not ſhzowde oz bolſter any 
plaine foliſhneſſe, and vndiſcret ſeli- 
neſſe, but my ſpeech tendeth to the pꝛeſ⸗ 
ling of that, even to hell, if J can, which 
vou Frailtic are tempted to: namely, to 
lie, flatter, cogge , halt, gloſe, ſofth, 
ſmoth, croutch, crepe, ſigh , ſozrowe, 
fawne, and fall downe at ones fete, 
ſweare and pꝛoteſt liking , loue, faifh- 
full ſeruice and friendſhippe, and what 
not, that may allure foz credite and fa- 
nour , lucre and gaine: when there is 
no moꝛe truth of god meaning in you, 
than is in the diuell, but onely foꝛ pour 
turne. This is that, that J inueigh a⸗ 
gainſt, and this is that God and all 
god men haue euer hated as J haue pꝛo⸗ 
ued. 
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ued. To carie two faces vnder an hode 
fo2 commoditie, and mine owne ſafetie, 
Toſerue God with lips and outwarde 
ſhowe , becauſe thelawe ſo pꝛeſleth me, 
if Z will line in account, and inwardly 
to be a deepe diſſembling hypocrite and 
a ſecret ſcoffcr at his truth. To ſalute 
with a kiſle the miniſters of the wo2de, 
as Iudas did his maiſter, and pet in hid⸗ 
den ſonle to abhozre them and their 
counſell as J doe a tode, and euerie way 
to remaine a beaſtly man, vnrefozmed 
in wozde , derde, and thought vtterlp, 
and to care moze in the verie trueth of 
my heart foz one ſecret houre amongeſt 
mp mates, where my th2iſe damnable 
deſire and vnregenerated humoꝛ may 
beſatiſfied, than J doe foz a thouſande 
dates in anic miniſter oꝛ mans compa 
nie in the woꝛlde, whoſe tongue rebu⸗ 
keth, countenance frowneth, oz heart 
milliketh of my ſinne. To ſay as Ioab 
ſaide with a fliring face, Howe doeſt 
thou my brother Amaſa, and to ſtabbe 
him pꝛeſently with his dagger, 02 as 
we ſay commonly many an one of — 
Ood 
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' God giue you god mozowe ſir, and ſo 
fozth , when bitter gaule in a feſtred 
heart biddeth the diuell fefch you ſir, 
and wozſe fo, if I could tell howe. To 
pate and ſpeake as a faithfull ſubiect, 
and pet to bee a longing foe to wozke 
à ruine, fo my will. And what ſhould A 
ſapꝛto ride and runne, to watch e wait, 
and perfozme all duties, as if J were 
the trueſt ſeruant that dzaweth bzeath, 
and yet is my hart onelp bent vpon my 
maiſters pzeferments , and not one iote 
at all of faithfull dutie and affection in 
me to his perſon. This this abomina- 
ble and euen moꝛe than dineliſh nature 
if moꝛe may be, is that J meane, and 
that the wozlde fo much liketh of, that 
you are fempted to Frailtie, and that Ie- 
ſus Chriſt in this verſe nowe named ar⸗ 
meth his childzen and choſen againtt. 
Wherefoze my companion Frailtie, 
weigh my dzift and marke my p2ofes, 
conſider what pon deſire, and by what 
meanes you incline to get your deſire, 
Pou deſire but the woꝛlde (to ſpeake in a 
woꝛde) and foꝛ the woꝛlde foloſe — 
ou 
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ſoule what againe is it? But if you 
take this courſe,you ſhall as certainely 
loſe both body and ſoule , as pou nows 
line and heare me, fo2 it is curſed of the 
Lo2de, and they that vſe it ſhall neuer 
ſe God. His nature is all trueth, and 
ſimplicitie, and therefoze what felowe- 
ſhippe can euer he haue with a falſe glo⸗ 
ſer? But if yon ſet the Lozde befoze 
your eies, hang vpon his mercie, and 
truſt to his pꝛouidente, dealing with all 
the woꝛld ſincerely,honeſtly, plainely, e 
bp2ightly,beftowing not face, e fozme, 
but euen all the lone, and dutic of your 
heart where it is due, be it to God oz 
man, you heare the Lozde, pou heart 
the Loꝛde J ſay that neuer lyed,Bleſſed 
are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 
God. you heare his ſernaunt Dauid a- 
gaine, Bleſſed is that man in whoſe ſpiric 
there is no guile, no guile J ſay againe, 
and the Lozde giue vs ſtrength. 


Againſt 
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Againſt diſcouragementfrom 
— ck 3 


temptation. 


_ — —— is of flacke- 
| that crepeth vpon you days 
.*< . iy moze and moze in labozing to 

patiſie diſagreingneighbours, as 
gainft which your conſciente cryeth and 
in derde with cauſe: fo2 if is a great of- 
fence, batefull to God, and hurtfull to 
the common wealth in generall, and fo 
many a man in ſeuerall. But in the 
name of God), Frailtie, frengthen your 
ſelfe by an earneſt conſideration of the 
great excellencie of that chꝛiſtian ver- 
tue of peace 4 vnitie, and fire not your 
tie ſo much vpon the acceptaunce of 
men, that haue euer had their cozruptt- 
ons and ever will. The vertue you ſhal 
finde in verie high degree commended 


vnto men by the holy ſcriptures of God 5criprures 
in many places, and by many argu⸗ ch vaitic, jo 


mentes ; but J will referre the noting 
G and 


n. 133. 
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and naming of them fo your owne di- 
ligence, and content my ſelfe in a ſhozt 
ſpeech: with a berie fewe: Beginning 
firſt with that notable Pſalme of the 
pꝛophet Dauid wholly ſpent in this 
matter. Where his firff argument is 
this: That which. is godought euer 
greatly to be regarded and maintained 
amongeſt men hut much moze if it both 
be god & pleaſant to, fo2 theſe both doe 
not euer concurre together. But ſuch a 
thing is peace and lone amongeſt men, 
Foz beholde howe god and pleaſant a 
thing it is bzethzen to dwell together 
in vnitie, behoulde J ſay e euen marke 
it carneftly. Therefoꝛe it ought to be 
regarded and mantained euer to the vt⸗ 
termoſt of our powers amongſt vs. His 


- ſeconde argument is this, That which 


taſteth a comfozt from it like the pꝛeci⸗ 
ous ointment that was appointed foz 
the pꝛieſtes of the Loꝛde Aaron and his 
ſacceſſo2s, and euen ſuch a comfoꝛt as 
that ointment hath when it-is nof ſpa- 
ringly d2opped , but euen plentifully 
powzed, and ſo plentifylly as that it 

runneth 
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ranneth downe euen from the top of the 
head fo the ſkirtes of his cloathing, that 
is a notable thing amongſt men, and by 
all meanes to be retained and ſought: 
but this is peace and vnitte , loue and a« 
grenient amongſt them. Therefoꝛe to 
de r yd and mayntained greatly. 
Vis third t is this: That which 
being had is to men as the dew deſcen ⸗ 3. 
ding from the mountaines top ground, 
and being wanting is as the want of 
moyſture to the earth, that is th:iſe 
tedefull, gainefull, and god to men: 
but ſuch is vnitte, peace and lone, e⸗ 
nen like the dewe of Hermon that fell 
bpon the hill of Sion, Mherefoze to be 
regarded and mainetained greatly. His 


laſt and not his leaſt argument where 4. 


with hee endeth both this matter and 
that Pſalme withall, is this: That 
which pulleth vpon men enen all the 


tempozall bleſſinges of God, and life 
foz enermoze,that is a thouſande times 
p;ofitableboth to them and theirs : but: 
ſuch(ſaith the pzophet)is — 
* loue and —_ amongeft men, 
G2 there⸗ 


Tohn,34. 
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therefoze to be regarded and maintax⸗ 
ned greatly. Thus you ſes one mans 
iudgement, and that ſuch a mans ag 
had abundance of Gods moſt bleſſed ſyi⸗ 
rite to pirec bis heart to thinke, and 
penne to ite, and as in truth was g« 
uerie way then renowned, and nowe 
remaineth by the Loꝛd himſelle in bigh 
degree aboue others commended to vs, 
Unto whome if you adde ſome other 
ſcriptures, you ſhall moze peraduen⸗ 
ture be cofirmed with diuerſity, thaugh 
this in deede where ſufficient. Conſider 
therefoze alſo thoſe often repetitions of 
Chritt in the ghoſpell, My peace I plus 
to you, my peace Ileaue with you, Io 

one an other, for this is my commande-: 


ment, that you loue one an other, as I 


haue loved you, and heereby ſhall men 
knowe, that you are my diſciples, if you 
loue one an other, yea a new commaun- 
dement I giue you, that youloue one an 
other. Would euer the Lo2de Jeſus 
haue thus gone ouer and ouer it againe, 
and iterated charge vpon charge in this 
— had not bene a moſt 3 

rtue 
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bertue in euerie countrey, fowne, and 
nuſe, lone and agreement ?: Parke a- 
geine that molt earneſt erhoztation of 
the Apoſtle Paule vnto the fame in his i 
epiſtle to the Epbeſians, deſiring them hela. i: 
in his bondes foz the Lo2des cauſe that j 

they would ſupport one an other tho- | 
towe loue, indeuoring to keepe the vni- 
tie of the ſpirite in the bonde of peace. 
And whp 2 Far there is one bodie and 
ohe ſpirite, one hope of calling, one 
Lorde, one faith , one baptiſme, one 
God and father of all, xc. A molt vehe- 
mont and. bzging reaſon it J ſhould fo⸗ 
lowe it and lap it plainer open. And 
marke a multitude of other places to 
the. ſame” concluſion, which alluredly 
the Lo2de would neuer haue vttered, 
but that the pꝛite of peace, vnitie and 
lone is verie pzetious'in his cies , and 
to all eſtates a moſt ſoneraigne god in 1 
the wozlde. Der alſo hows ſenſibly Thinges in 
thinges in nature carie vs to this con- nature reach || || 
ſideration. Foz by experience we ſinde . 104 
it, that if the heanens agree to mopſten Hoſc,z.2z % 
r cate 3 | l 
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Deutro. 28.32. 
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ned to giue her increaſe, we are all the 
better foz their vnitie, and it they ſhould 
but euen a litle while either ot them de⸗ 
nie his office, quickly & greatly ſhauld 
we ferle tbe ſmarte ol it alſo. Therefoze 
iudge by this the fruite ar god agrees 
ment. Againe if the humdzs in: mens 
bodies be at an agreement, not onea- 
boue an other, but verie equally as is 
beſt pꝛopoꝛtioned and mixed, all th 
whole bodie is comfoztable,pzoſpereth, 
and doth well: but if once any one a 
boundeth o2 wantefh , and their ſ werte 
harmonie is bꝛoken, then by and by the 
whole bodie feeleth it, and it a reconci- 

liation be not made with. conuenient 
ſpe>e, it periſheth. Therefozeiudge'by 
this the fruit of god agreement. Againe 
if the members of the bodie well acre 
to doe their ſeuerall duties, all is well: 
but if either eie denie ta guide, fte to 
goe, hande to reach — to digeſt, 
o2 ſo fœath, frei ole body fal⸗ 


10 fruite of god agreement. Laſt of all 


even in muſicall infframentes marke 
bows 
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how well we like the noyſe ſo long as e⸗ 


nerie ſering doth keepe his iuſt p;opo;- 
tion, C how pzeſently we ſfop our eares 
from hearing,if any one be ont of tune, 
twitched vp to high, oz let downe to 
lowe , and all the muſtcke is marred, 
All which and- many moe in nafure 
ſounde vnto vs, and as they can deliuer 
it out that great is the fruife, com⸗ 
fozt, and god of peace and loue amongſt 
men, and as great the enill, as odious 
the ſight,ifanie one member in his own 
baine;conceite be twitched oner high oz 
negligently llacked ouer much, wheres 
by that fit pzopoztion- is not kept, that 
euer ſoundeth e ſemeth ſwiet. Foz then 
will followe afſuredly'ere the time be 
long the pzofe of Chzilt his ſpech, A 
kingdome diuided in it ſelfe can neuer 
ſtande. And that other alſo of the Poet, 

1 concorde ſmall to much is 
brought, - 

And diſcorde great thinges brings 
to nought, a 


Upon al which then gather this con- 


tluſid, that if this great vertue of peace 
64 and 
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and loue be to the Lozde himſelfe ſo ac- 
cepfable , and fo all eſtates in the woꝛli 
ſop2ofitable , mult it not n&ves bi in 
it ſelfe, howſoener the wozide accepteth 
it, a moſt fingular thing, and a moſt 
deſerued pꝛaiſe to a man to be a peace- 
maker amongeſt men: Certainelp it 
mult. But we neede not to gather it by 
concluſion, Foz the Loꝛde Chꝛiſt him- 
ſelfe hath ſaide it in the ſame 5. of Mat- 
thewe, as pꝛeparing ſtrength befoze 
hande foz this verie ſame temptation, 
—— you frele, That bleſſed are 
e peacemakers, for they ſhall be cal- 
led 2 children of God. And neuer, 
AS J haue nowe often ſaide, doth bee 
ſet a bleſſing vppon the heade of anie 
thing , but the ſame init nature, and 
befoze his maieſtie is a wozthie thing. 
Wherefoze this place ſhoulde bee to 
you even a thouſande argumentes fo 
confirme your obedience in ſo Chꝛiſtian 
a duetie, as peacemaking is, and a 
thouſande ſpurres to pzicke you daylie 
to it when apoꝛtunitie is offered, and 
occaſion giuen to the ſame, Foz Frail- 
| tle, 


Drees 
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tie, what can vou reſolue this ſpeach of 
Ch2ilt into, if you marke it wel, but in⸗ 
to this ſenſe? As if be ſhould haue ſaide 
#0 his diſciples in this oꝛder: Jknow 


| the manifolde diſcomfoztes that. ſhall 


bee giuen to all men, and eſpecially to 
you miniſters in that duetie of:peace- 
making, which yet both belongeth fo al 
men, and eſpecially toyourcalling,nof- 
withſtanding euer to indenour ſofarre 
as power ſhall ſerue. And therefoze 
leaſt hereafter , when it ſhall ſo fall out, 
either you oꝛ anieother ſhould be temp⸗ 
ted thzough mens vnthankefulneſle, to 
the giuing oner ol that ſo thꝛiſe needfull 
athing  J fozewarne you here befoze 
hande, and euen giue you inchargeas 
Jam vour Loꝛde and maſter, chat you 
neuer regarde, cleaue, and ſticks in the 
acceptaunce oz thankefulneſſe of men 
foz your paines , and frauell, in this 
matter. Foz if you doe, you ſhall be diſ⸗ 
touraged. But euer loke vou vp fo 
beauen, what is there thought ok it, and 
to the better ſozte of the woꝛlde allo , 
whome the Lozde _ giuen 3 - 
| 5 , 
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diſcerne god things with al. And whar⸗ 


ſoeuer pou finde at mens handes foz ſo 
godlie a labour, you ſhall well knowe 
it, unde it, and fiele it, that with the 
Lozde in heauen bleſſed foz euer ſhall 
bee the peacemakers , and both of him 
and. his true childzen heere in earth, 
that knowe what is what , they ſhall 
be counted, taken, and acknowlegded 
foz the ſonnes of almightie God, that 
hall line with their Father foz euer- 
mo92e.Which is inough Frailtie, if there 
be either touch o2 taff., oz anie feling 
inthe. wozlde in vs, to ſtay vs foz euer 
in this duetie, be che peruerſencſſe of 
men neuer ſo much. Fo what can we 
defire moze than. to bane our doinges 
accepted of the Lozde,and our ſelues aſs 
ſured of euerlaſting rewarde at his 
handes foz men:? Let men be mad and 
mad againe, let their croked affections 
wozke and wzithe them whither they 
can, and even all vnthankefull ſpeches 
burft from them againſt vs foz our gods 
will, that may be imagined, my God 
is pleaſed, ſhoulde a Chziſtian — 
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. thinke with my indenour , and his ac- 


teptaunce is mp ſafiſfacion , his cons 
tent is my reſt, and a ſufficient re- 
quifallofall my papnes. Other wiſe 
Frailcie,J p2ap pou euen earneſtlie con- 
der it: What lone of God is that in 
bs, that᷑ the lone of man dziveth ont of 
bs, what care fo pleaſe him is that, that 
mens diſpleafure quencheth? Fie, ſie, it 
is to groſſe, and ten thouſand wonders 
mate it be that ener any of vs can flepe 
with this imagination, that wee loue 
God abone all, and vet .in ſuch thinges 
as by name are tommaunded and by 
pꝛomiſes commended fo vs , wholis 
guide our obedience aceozding to mens 
acceptance oz not acceptance, liking, oz 
miſliking. Wherefoze on ſtilł Frailtie, 
with this duetie & indeuoz fo reconcile 
diſagreeing minds in the name of God, 
and were the biffer gaule, the ſpitefull 
peniſhneſſe and all the vnthankfulnes 
of the Diuell and his whole hoaſt in e- 
nerie man and woman you deale with- 
all, yet haue you comfozf inough if 


dither the Lozds acceptance tan content 


you, 
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vou, oz your owne pꝛomiſed rewarde 


and - bleſſing pleaſe you , 02 god 
accompt tobe one thatGod bath choſen 
- foz his childe, with the better ſozte of 
the woꝛzlde comfozt you , Now by the 
way or a little digreſſion,in hope J doe 
not wearie you, J wouldealſo wiſh von 
a litle to conſider that if this peace = 
agreement amongeſt neighbours in 
fowne oz countrie be ſuch , and ſo ſweet 
in the ſenſe of the Loꝛd, as that euen 
the pꝛeſeruers of it, and reſtoꝛers, when 
it is] bꝛoken are ſo heartilie bleſſed, am 
actompted foz it the ſonnes of Hod, muſt 
it not ntedes followe that thoſe thinges 
likewiſe are in high accompt befoze his 
maieſtie, which being in men and wo- 
men doe moſt mightilie maintaine this 
bleſſed vertue in all and euerie ſocietie 
bnder heauen ? Surelie it muſt niedes 
followe . And what are they? Manie 
and diuerſe are they if one ſhould make 
a curious recital, but foz my part when 
Jmarke the courſe of thinges, and the 
cauſes of god agreement in any place, 
I hunks but euen eſpecially of __ 
2&E 
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| tid: FirfFa patient and merke nature 
ö — beare and folerate 


a well indging 
jeart of others fill wee be cerfaine of 


the contrarie. And laſtlie a god tongue. 
Puff not J ſay (if peace be ſo pleaſing 
totdeLozde) theſe thinges alſo be pꝛe⸗ 
tious in his eyes, which all the woꝛzlde 
knoweth to be nouriſhing nurtes of the 
ſame whereſoener they are: — 
naking pull a bleſſing vppon vs, as 
theLo2de lineth theſe ſo great pꝛeſer⸗ 
ners of peace ſhal haue a happy reward. 
And if this dee truo then on the other 
ſe agatne the confrarie vices fo2 their 
tontrarie effect muſt needs be as loath- 
ſome , hatefull and accurſed: Namelie 
an impatient, haſtie, fearce, frowarde, 
furious nature, p is as ſhozt as moſſe, 
that hath neuer fought withal , and foi- 
led anie affection , buf cleaning ſtill in 
pure naturals, is vnregenerated, and 
euer caſteth out the ſauour of old Adam 
vpon 
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vppon euerie occaſion be it but a-trifle; | 


Secondlie a ſaſpitions miſdeming 
minde of euerie bodie, that they ſap thus 
of vs, wozke this againſt vs, 02 atleaſt 
thinke thus of vs, when in trueth it is 
nothing fo. O poyſonof Peace in anis 
kingdome, corntrte, towne, houſe, oz 
perſon liuing in the woꝛlde, this mil⸗ 
deming minde. And to a mans ſelfe 
there is no moze twitching toꝛment un 
der the ſon. Foz it is euen a woꝛme that 
is euer gnawing, and euer biting, and 
can nener be contented. Laſtlie an euill 
fong, a peaceleſſe tung, Þ can neuer be 
quiet from pꝛittle pꝛatle, from ſcanning 
this neighbours wealth, p neighbours 
wit, this mans doings, and thaf mans 
ſayinges, and from courſing euen the. 
whole countrie oner, till all men haue 
ben within the ſpeach of our fongues, 
dꝛa wen out ot vs by the power perad- 
uenture of a pot to much, o2 ſuch a 
like influence. Muſt not theſe thinges 
A ſay, and the owners of them bee ac- 
curſed, as ſure as they line, if peace and 
loue and god agreement amongſt _ 
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bol the L onde blefſed?Theymuſt, they 
miſt Frailtic , Foz all the wozld knows 


eth the venome of theſe things in anie 
towne,and their mightie wozking as 
gaint vnitie, and therefoze J p2ay you 
m A p2ay you hearfily conſider of it, 
and caſt enena long loke bppon them, 
luch an one as we doe when we would 
marke a thing indede and beare it a⸗ 
way. And J doubt not but God ſhall 
nue you ſtrength againſt your fempta- 
tion. There is no one thing ſo great 
anourſe of two of them, namelie of a 
miſdeeming minde and a pꝛatling fong, 
as idlenes is, when a man hath nothing 
to doe and fo applie him ſelfe vnto, 
but to ſit on a bulke in the ffrete, oz 
bench in a Tauerne, 02 an ale houſe; 
to wette his tongue with dzinke, and 
die it with talking, oꝛ when a woma 
hathno ſetled gouernment of her ſeile 
inhouſe , but is in the number of thoſe 


that the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaketh of, which . Timor. z. 


beeing idle learne to goe about from 13. 


houſe to houſe . Yea they are not onely 


idle, but alſopratlersand buſie bodies, 
ſpea- 
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ſpeaking things which are not comelie, 
Mherfoze whoſoeuer wil be a pꝛeſeruer 
of peace, he muſt be an enimis to theſe 
curſes aſſuredly,+ heare moze with two 
eares, than he ſpeaketh with one tong. 
But J. wearte you with this digreſſion 
which is longer than J ment, and ther- 
fo:e I cut it off, againe and againe re 
quiring of vou, that you neuer hang b⸗ 
pon the accompt of men in anie thing, 
that euer pon goe about being comman- 
ded by p exp2eſſe woꝛd of God, but fullie 
ſuffice your ſelfe with the;acceptance of 
God,andy which von haue here an all 
rance of, if vou be a peacemaker. Bleſ⸗ 


ſed ſhall you bee, and euer accoiny- | 


ted both with God and his frae childzen 
the Sonne of God. And if this wil not 
content pon , quicken yon , ſtrengthen 
and ſtap you in this vertue , but that 
wozldlie ingratitude ſhall quench you, 
and dꝛawe you fo ſuch exfremitie as 
pou ſpake of, certainelie Frailtie you 
detepue pour ſelfe, there is no true 
godlineſſe in yon, but euen pour name 
is to gentle foz your nature, you are 

become 
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become plaine infidelitie. But J hope 
the beſt , and perfoꝛme you no leſſe, if 
you regarde your owne comfozt, Suf- 
ficient is this pet once againe,if you bs 
the Loꝛds, bleſſed are the peacemakers, 
for _ ſhall be called the children of 
God, 


The eight Temptation. 
Frailtie. 


Nce more woulde I trouble you 
Faith, if I might before we end, 


and it is in this, Ifeare my nature 

if perſecution ſhould ariſe for re- 
lgioh, And what ſhoulde I doe to ob- 
nine ſtrength? 


Faith, 


There are manie treatiſes of this 
point, godlie, and comfoztable where⸗ 
bnto fo2 larger diſcourſe J referrc you 
and wiſh you to peruſe them. Foz mine 
dne part whenſoeuer A thinke of this 

9 mat⸗ 
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matter, theſe and ſuch other conſidera- 
tions ſeme molt ſweet vnto meas pet: 
Further triall ſhal giue further aCalf, 
but God will bee euer god to Jſrael. 
Firſt it is ratiſied decreed and eſtabli⸗ 
ſhed by the Lozde our God that thꝛough 
manie tribulations we muſt enter into 
the kingdome of heauen . And therefoze 
ſince it mull be ſo, ſo be it in the name of 
God, x be it vnto vs, as it pleaſeth him: 
neceſſar ie thinges are to be bozne neteſ⸗ 
ſarilie and with chere. Foz in vaine 
doe we grudge to doe what wee muſt 
needes doe, 02 greeue to beare what we 
muſt needes beare. Heathens and Pa- 
gans haue madea comfozt of neceſſitie, 
and ſhoulde Chziſtians in better cauſe 
bew2ay moze weakenes? No, God foz 
bid, But let it euer be our ſpech rather 
than theirs in ſuch matters as our God 
ſendeth and laieth vppon vs, Ferende 
quæcunque ſunt, They are welcome what- 
ſocuer they be. Secondlie this decret 
courſe p the Lo2d hath layd downe fo; 
his childꝛen, thus to kepe, pzoceedeth 
not of anger and diſpleaſure , oz ha 

| minde 
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minde delighting in our woe, and ſ&@- 


king to puniſh vs, but of great lone 


— 


and molt fatherlie affection toward vs, 
and inderde wonderfullie wozketh our 
better being, and therefoze tenne thous 
ſande times welcome ſhould this god 
will of hisbe fo vs, and verie farre fro 
ſhaking vs from the true pꝛofeſſion of 
his name, and trueth. Fo2 bis affecti⸗ 
on,we heare his owne mouth ſpeake if, 
that whomehe loueth,he rebuketh and 
chaſteneth, manie a time repeating the 


ſame that we might remember it , And Apoc.4. 


foz the other we ſ& it and knowe it by 
the pꝛole ofenery dates experience. Foz 
what maketh vs ſ& the gaule of Da- 
thans heart towarde vs, and euen our 
everlaſting ouerthzowe ſwozne of him 
by his diuelhod, if by anie meanes hee 
can wozke it, tothe ende we map per⸗ 
feclie hate ſo perfect a ſoe, and yet ſo fli- 
ring a friende? The croſſe. What row⸗ 
ſeth vs out of dull ſecuritie and coulde 
conceite of our owne wantes o2 the 
neceſſitie of Gods pꝛotection and ſuc⸗ 


tour, and maketh not onely our tongues 
9 2 to 
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to ſpeake, dut the fire to kindle and 
burne within vs, and ſo our pꝛap⸗ 


ers to haue ſpirite and power befoze | 


the Lozde? The Croſſe, What killeth 
this intemperancie of our affections, 
and this bluſtring impatiencie of our 
natures, and maketh vs merke, milde, 
humble, gentle, and like lambes, not ly⸗ 
ons, appointed to the laughter? The 
croſſe. What woꝛketh the decate cuen 
of the whole olde Adam in vs with all 
his luſtes, concupiſcence , and venom, 
and dayly rayſeth vp, as a meanes, the 
newe man with all his ſwerte motions, 
heauenly and refoꝛmed actions? The 
Croſſe . What maketh vs ſpitte in the 
face of this flattering wozlde, whole 
loue cauſeth loſſe both of body and ſoule 
in the woꝛlde to come, and to bee con- 
tent to part with her pappes, and to bid 
all her pleaſures adue? The croſſe Laſts 
lp, what maketh vs teare our bellies 
from the earth whereto they cleaue ſo 
faſt, and lift vp our heades to heauen, 
long foz the life that laſteth, and deſire 
heartilie to be clothed with our houſe 

which 
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which is fro aboue? The croſſe. Wher- 


. foze then ſince it is decreed, and that in 


loue to our ſo great god, that all which 
will line godly in Jeſus Chꝛiſt muſt 
ſuffer perſecution, what cauſe haue we 
would the Loꝛde voutſafe vs cies, with 


the croſſe fo be diſconraged and dziuen 


from the Loꝛde? Thirdly it neuer hap- 
neth to vs by foztune and chance,o2 by 
ignoꝛance in our God, oz inabilitie to 
let it, if it pleaſed him, but by his knows 


ledge, by his will, and by his hande, 


and he is our father, bounde vnto vs in 
league and couenant of loue, that of his 
part ſhall neuer be bzoken while wee 
hang of him. The mother may fo2aet þ 
childe that is her fleſh befoze he tan foz- 
get vs, and aſwell can a man ſuffer the 
apple of his eie to be pꝛicked, as he vs fo 
be hurt, it we cleaue to him: then iudge 
if his croſſe ſhould euer diſmaie vs. 
Fourthly it is no ſtrange thing oz vn- 
hearde of, 02 vnſtene befoze , that be⸗ 


falleth fo vs when we are p:rſccuted, 
but ſuch as all our bꝛethꝛen haue faſted, 
founde,and felt befo:e vs, and why then 

D 3 ſhould 
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chould we faint when we dzinke but of | 


the lame cuppe that the deereſt ſaintes 
and ſoules now bleſſed with the Lo2de, 
haue begunne fo vs in? Caſt your eies 
about, x ſe the courſe of times although 
J knowe you knowe it well pnough. 
Beganne not Abell vuto vs in this cup 
andcourſe, aſſone as euer the Loꝛde be⸗ 
w2ayed his loue vnto him, befoze his 
b:other? Folowed not the Patriarkes, 
and Pꝛzophetes, men and women, olde 
and poung, in their times, and mea⸗ 
ſures euer till Chꝛʒiſt came? Then was 
it not the cuppe that bis owne ſelfe be⸗ 
ganne to his childꝛen in, and the bap⸗ 
tiſme wherewith he was baptized: Fos 
lowed not his diſciples ſent out into the 
woꝛld as ſhepe amongſt wolues, whip- 
ped and beaten, checked and ſnubbed, 
impꝛiſoned and cheyned, ec. Followed 
not againe after them thoſe thouſandes 
of his childꝛen vnder the pꝛimitiue per⸗ 
ſecufton , ſome fcalded, ſome burned, 
ſome bꝛopled, ſome hanged, ſome headed 
ſome th2zowne down from the rocks vp⸗ 
on ſtakes, ſome ſtabbed in with _ 

ome 
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| ſome racked and toꝛne in peces, their 


tongues cut out, their eies bozed out, 
their fleſh twitched off with pinſons, 
womens bzeſtes ſeared off with hote 
irons , picked vnder the nailes with 
needles, and athouſande waies toꝛmen⸗ 
ted? Yea was it not euer true with the 
godly , /» hoc vocats eſtis: For this ende 
were yee called? And god Lo2de then 
why ſhouldnot a common caſe be a cõ⸗ 
mon comfoꝛt: Why ſhould any man oz 
woman that loueth God ſ&eke 02 wiſhe 
a pziuiledge a boue all the childzen of 
God, that ener were and enen aboue 
the ſonne of God himſelfe Chꝛiſt Jeſus: 
Is it not honoꝛ ynough, mercy ynough, 
and fauour pnough to be dealt withall, 
as they were? Therefoze the commu⸗ 
nitie of it to vs with all our bꝛethzen 
and ſiTers , and even with our eldeff 
b:other Ch2ilt Jeſus , ſhould ſtap our 
heartes whenſoeuer if pleaſeth the Lozd 


to ſende it. Fiftly the tauſe being nat 5. 


ours, but the Loꝛde our Gods, and god, 
ſhould alſo confirme vs. The ſhoꝛt time 
that it can indure, 2 it 3 as 
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long as we line ſhould comfozt vs. Foz 
our life is but a flower, as graſſe, as 
ſmoke, as a bubble of the water, and as 
the vaineft fickle fading thing that you 
tan imagine. Againe that paſſed p20- 
miſe from the Loꝛde of life and truth, 
ſealed with the bloud of his owne ſonne 
vnto vs, the (wateneſſe whereof all the 
tongues of men and Angels can neuer 
erpzeſſe, That he will neuer lay more 
vpon vs than hee will make vs able to 
beare, ſhould be like a thouſande ſtaies 
rounde about vs to houlde vs vp. The 
pꝛomiſes of peace, comfozt, and quiet, 
foz.euermo2e abone meaſure and con⸗ 
cept of man in heauen, if we continue 
faithfull tothe end, ſhould hould vs vp, 
That ſentence paſſed in the Loꝛds court 
of baſtardie and conſcquently of depꝛi⸗ 
uation of al inheritance, if we be with⸗ 
vut co2recton, ſhould hould vs vp. And 
what ſhould J goe any further? The 
examples of our bzethzen of al callings, 
of all ages, men and women, that haus 
conſfantly caried their croſſe, and neuer 
deliuered it vp, till they deliuered _ 
an 
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ind all to their God , ſhould hoyld vs 


a+ 


bp. Wherefoze Frailtie, euen as Iudas 
the Machabee could incourage his men 
not to feare the multitude of their ene⸗ 
mies, neither to be afraid of their aſſault 
but to remember howe their fathers 
were deliucred in the redde (ea when 
Pharaoh purſued after them, ſo ſap I to 
you and to my ſelfe , let vs neuer fcare 
affliction noz the euill dap, foꝛ our mos 
mentanie croſſe cauſeth an euerlaſting 
weight of glozie. But let vs remember 
the firme faith of our fathers, ot dur 
mothers, ot our bꝛethzen, and friendcs, 
let vs loke vpon their patiencie, vppon 
their conſtancie, their hope,+beſcech the 
lining God we may ſolowe their god 
ſteppes, and ſtaie in ſtrength vppon his 
mercy, whatſoeuer he ſendeth vs knows 
ing it, as we know we liue, that though 
our bꝛaines cleaue to the wales, though 
our bones be ſtrowed in the ſtreetes, 
and our bloud runne downe enerie cha- 
nell, vet hall we riſe againe , reſtoꝛed 
bythe power of our God, be gathered 
into his barne as his pure wheate, our 

9 5 bloud 
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bloud reuenged, we crowned, and our 
tongues ſounde the pꝛaiſe of him that 
ſitteth vpon the thzone with maieſtie 
and honour aboue all concept of anie 
earthly heart, 


Frailtie, 

O but Faith, the worlde will giue 
ſuch a ſpitefull cenſure of a man or wo- 
mans life, religion, honeſtie, wiſedome, 
and ſuch like, as that it is euen a hell to 
heare them, when the Lorde doth exer- 
ciſe vs. For it was euer, and I thinke euer 
wilbe the concept of fleſh and bloude, 
that a good man and woman truely reli- 
gious, truely honeſt , and ſufficiently 
wiſe, cannot bee ſo plagued, as they 
tearme it, of God at anie time, and 
therefore the croſſe muſt needes teſtiſie 
to the worlde a want in all theſe. 


Faith, 


It is molt certaine and daylp found 


what you ſay , vet is there nothing vn⸗ 
der heauen moꝛe abſurde than that opi⸗ 
nion. Foz loued not God Abell, 2 

am, 
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ham, Iſaak, and Iacob, loued he not his 
Pꝛophets, loued he not his owne ſonne 
and all that folowed his ſteppes to this 
day? Mere none of them of a true reli- 
gion, of an honeſt life, and wiſe ynough 
to take that courſe in the woꝛlde that 
Ood alowed ? Pet all of them plagued 
he as they call it. And neuer any fur⸗ 
ther humbled in this wozld than Chzilf 
himſelfe , and therefoze pꝛoſperitie oz 
àduerſitie may not be taken fo2 ſignes 
euer of fauour o2 diſpleaſure . But the 
woꝛzſt man moſt quiet often in this 
wozlde, and moſt honozed, loued, pꝛo⸗ 
; mofed, and renowned, his deſerued toz⸗ 
| ment being deferred fo an other day, 
and the trueſt chziftian moſt troubled, 
| toſſed, retected, and humbled, his com- 


an other wozlde . But beſive all this 
plaine demonſtration ofa tried trueth, 
ble with your ſelſe Frailtie to oppoſe a⸗ 
gainlt that concept of the wozlde , the 
ſentence of the Loꝛde our God next fol⸗ 
lowing , in the fifth of Mathe we, after 
thoſe that nowe haue bene — 

ol. 


foʒt and rewarde remaining fo2 him in 
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of, Ble ſſed are they that ſuffer perſecuti. 


on for righteouſneſſe ſake, for theirs is 
the kingdome of heauen. And thinke 
with pour ſelfe as J haue nowe often 
ſaide , fhat if our. God ſet a bleſſing 
vpon it, what ſkilleth it what the whole 
wozlbe, and ten thouſande woꝛldes mo 
ik they were ertant, doth iudge? Shall 
the voice of man be the guide ol our 
courſe, and the line of our life 2 Shall 
mans indgement oꝛ Gods iudgement 
ſtande in the later day? O Frailtie, wee 
may not hang vpon ſo broken a rede 
as fleſh and fleſhly wit is. Mee may 
not be lifted vp with mans liking , vn- 
leſſe-it haue further warrant ; noz caſt 
downe with his diflikeing , vnleſſe 
wee knowe hee ſo deemeth inſfly, 
And therefo:e againe-J ſay conſider of 
this comfo2r. Conſider of this wozlde, 
and conſider of the wozlde to come, the 
one is tranſitoꝛie, the other permanent: 
the one full of woe and ſecret ſoꝛolbe in 
the verie middeſt of pompe, the other ful 
of iop, comfoꝛt and ſolate, and that with⸗ 
out all ending. Then, whether is here 
god 
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god to be happie,and there vnhappie oz 
here iudged miſerable, and there ſounde 
moſt bleſſed, iudge pour ſelfe euen with 
verie reaſon. Certainlie therefoze it is a 
comfozt ſufficient, ſo knowen to bee by 
Ch2ift that gaue it, and ener hath and 
ſhall comfozt the childze of God againſt 
wozldly conceite, bleſſed are they, that 
ſoz a god cauſe ſuffer perſecution, for 
theirs is the kingdome of heauen. That 
is, all comfozt poſſible to be thought of, 
| and ten thouſande times moze. This 
was Pauls comfo2t in the middeſt of al 
his miſerie,and therefoze he boldlie and 
theerkullp ſaith,be neuercountedy afflic⸗ 
tions of the woꝛlde wozthie the toy that 
ſhould be reueiled. This comfozted Da- 


vid alfo that hee periſhed not in his af- pg 19. 


fliction, as himſelſe witneſſeth x as that 
ſpeach by compariſon may ſhewe , I 


ould vtterly haue fainted, but that I Pabz7, 


beleeue verilie to ſee the Lorde in the 
lande of the living, And (what ſhould J 
name them) this euer hath comfozted 
firit, o2 laſt, leſſe, oz moze, vet euer ſuf- 
ficiently anie that were the Rs 
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ſ& further how not onelie thus in gene⸗ 
ralitie againſt perſecution it pleaſed 


Chꝛiſt to ſtrengthen our weakenes, but 


euen in ſpecialitie alſo againft thoſe 
kinds which moſt bitter ly taſt vnto vs 
and ſhake vs ſoze, if we be not ſtrong, 
to wit repꝛech, and repozt, F62, Bleſſed 
are you(ſaith he) when men reuile you, 
and ſhall falſely ſay all manner of euill 
ſaying by you, for my name ſake, xeioice 
and bee glad, for great is your rewarde 
in heauen , a ſaping neuer to bee foz- 
gotten of vs whilſt the life is in vs. 
Foz the gawle of theſe croſſes is not li⸗ 
tle, and the polrer of this aſſault hath 
appeared not as feble in greatÞP2ophets 
and members of the Church, The ves 
rie wo2ds alſo of Chzilt his comfozt in- 
ſinuate a ſecrete fozce above manie 0- 
thers of this femptation . Foz hee 
biddeth them reiopce, and pꝛomiſeth 
great reward in heauen, as foꝛeſcing a 
great downefall both of heart and coun⸗ 
tenance in man, when hee is once tou; 
tched either with reuiling ſpeaches, fo 
bis face, oz falſe repoztes behinde 4 
backe. 
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backe. Wherefozeto conclude g leaue 
you nowe to pour other readinges of 
this matter, J pzay you Frailtie open 
your eyes , oz rather deſire the Lozde 
to open them, that you may both nowe 
in the day of peace, and whenſoener al⸗ 
ſo it ſhall pleaſe the Lozde further to 
trie you,ſe with your exe, heare with 
youreare,t belene with your hart pour 
offered comfozt in p wozd, both againſt 
al other, and againſt this temptationby 
name of perſecutid. The wozd feacheth, 
and we knowe it is decreed by the Loꝛd 
to be the lotte of his deere ones ener in 
this wozld, and therefoze welcome bee 
it. The woꝛde teacheth it, and wee 
know it, much god is w2ought in vs by 
it, c therfoze welcome be it. The woꝛd 
teacheth it, c we know it. no chance noz 
foztune buf the will of our heauenlie 
father layeth it vpon vs, and therefoꝛe 
welcome be it. Mee knowe it is no new 
thing oꝛ vnſeene befo2c,but the old poꝛ⸗ 
tion of the godlie that haue euer bene 
befoze vs, and therefoze welcome be it. 
The cauſe is not ours when _ — 
u 
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truth, but his that made vs, and there- 
foze weltome be it. Mee haue a p20- 
miſe wee ſhall not bee oppꝛeſſed with 
moze than we map beare,and therefozs 
wcleome be it. Mee knowe we are 
childꝛen.if as childꝛen we be cozrected, 
and therefoꝛe welcome be it. Mee are 
tolde we are baſterds, if we be without 
it, and therefoze welcome be it. And all 
dur ſo2cfathers haue patientlie caried 
it, and nowe are rewarded, therefoze 
welcome be if. Welcome J ſay pcrofſe 
ingenerall, and perſecution foz trueth 
all oz part, as it pleaſcth God, 4 wel- 
come in particular this kinde of croſle, 
it ſo our God will, reuilings repꝛoch⸗ 
inges, repoꝛtings falſe and vniuſt. Foz 
we knowe our caſe, the plea is ended, 
and ſentence is giuen neuer to be reuo⸗ 
ked, bleſſed are we, god cauſe we haue 
to reioyce and be glade, foz great is our 
rewarde in heauen. O the God of hea⸗ 
uen and father of mercie ſtrengthen vs, 
that theſe ſwete pꝛomiſes may pꝛe⸗ 
uaile with vs, and that our eyes may 
le the comfoztes of his woꝛde. _ 
a God 
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ſhoulde feare vs Frailtie, that haue ſuch 
a Cod, and that ſtande in ſuch a ſtate: 
Apꝛay you loke vp, and claſpe pour God 
in your armes, imbzace his mertie, be- 
lene his trueth, and as vou liue, though 
you be afflicted on euerie ſide, pet ſhall 
you not be in diſtrefſe: though you be in 
doubt, yet ſhall you not diſpaire; though 
pou be perſecuted, pet ſhall you not bee 
foʒſaken: though vou bee caſt downe, 
vet ſhall vou not periſh: and though e⸗ 
uerie where you beare about in pour 
bodie, the dying ofthe Lo2de Jeſus, vet 
tall the life of Jeſus e in your 
| body, and there is neither life,nor death, 
Angels, Principalities , nor powers, 
thinges preſent, or to come, height or 
depth, or anie other creature, that euer 
hall be able to ſeparate you from the 
loue of God which is in Chriſt Ieſus, 


: Frailtis. 
| TheLordechaunge me and I ſhal be 
changed, and greatly both ought I, and 
doe I thanke you Faith for this confe- 
rence, beſeeching you ſtill to pray for 
mee, as for one — name and nature 
J you 
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you know but too well. I can promiſe 
nothing, but ſeeing what I woulde doe 
Ileaue my ſelfe to his mercie that is able 
to make me doe both what I ought and 
woulde doe. And ſo the Lorde keepe vs 
both. 

| Faith. 

Amen Frailtie, Amen. And the Loꝛd 
giue vs epes to ſe what it is to haue a 
true heart to God and to imbꝛace true 
religion. Js it not to ſtand in poſſeſſion 
ok all theſe heauenlie pꝛomiſes, t what- 
ſoeuer befalleth to vs in this wo2lde fo 
bee happie and bleſled in it and by ite 
Be it pouertie, be it ſoꝛowe, bee it op⸗ 
pꝛeſſion 02 whatſoeuer? And contrari⸗ 
wiſe, what it alſo is to be of a pꝛophane 
heart, e of an vncircumciſed life: Sure- 
lie euen to ſtand as depꝛiued of al theſe 
comfo2tes, and it we bee poe to be alſo 
accurſed in our pouertie, in our ſozow, 
and whatſoeuer befalleth vnto vs gree- 
nous in this woꝛzlde. The Loꝛzde J ſap 
giue vs epes to ſc it, and harts to think 
of it. Foz full well wee knowe that 
were enerie one of vs a Monarch of a 
whole wozlde by himſelfe, they beeing 

as 
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as this wozlde is, the glozie both ofthe 
and vs mult paſſe away like a ſhippe in 
the water,whoſe tract cannot be ſeene 
againe, like an arrow th2ough the aire, 
02 a weauers ſhuttle thzough bis work, 
like a fading flower , ſoudenlie plucked 


bp + withered, like graſſe, like ſmoke, 
and like the bubble ol the water. Me 
Gall be fozgotten with all our pompe, 
as the traueler is that tarrieth but a 
night. our honour ſhall come to an ende 
as the players part vpon the ſtage, our 
doinges , ſapinges, lokes, geſtures, 
ſtates, and maieſties ſhall be rowled vp 
| asaſcroule,and caſt info the office of 
fioꝛgetfulneſſe, where nothing can bes 
founde againe. And then what remai⸗ 
neth 2 J ſay what remaineth: any thing 
but woe and wozmes, if wee haue cons 
temned religion and lined diſobedientip 
aͤgainſt the Loade ? anie thing but ver⸗ 
ation and tozment both ofthe bodie and 
ſoule in hell fire 2 Mill then ſwearing 
 beliked,oz dzonkenneſfſe, oz whozing,oz 
tipling, atauerning, ſpozting in vanity, 
laſcinious talking, wꝛiting, oz loking, 
carding, and diſing.roiſting and roning, 
42 pꝛide, 
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p2ide, andexceſſe, 02 ante kinde of ſinne 
deteſted of the Loꝛde ? Mill then a dif 
ſembling timeſeruer not bee vncaſed? 
Mill then an vniuſt ſeruant not be 
found out? Will then an vnfaithfull 
wife not be diſconered? oz a beaſtlie fus 
rious, franticke huſbande, not bee re⸗ 
warded:? Mill then anie thing abide 
the face that commeth in the cloudes 
with thouſandes of Angels, but onelie 
a religious heart, and ſoule, that hath 
labozed to know, and indeuozed to liue, 
truſting onelie to the mercie of God in 
Chꝛiſt foz all wantes to bee pardoned? 
Alas we knowe if, euen as wee knowe 
we liue, it will not:but deſtruction and 
death ſhal then be to the man oꝛ woman 
fo2 euer that lewvdlie hath liued in this 
wozlde, and comfoꝛt endles to the con⸗ 
trarie. Therfoze once againe I ſaie, the 
Lo2de giue vs epes to diſcrie betimes 
the rewarde and ende of true religion, 
and ok a refoʒmed mind and life in that 
day, euen fo his Chꝛiſtes ſake our bleſ⸗ 
ſed Loꝛd and Dantour . Amen, 


FINIS. 


* A prayer for a familie in the 
Morning. 


Poſt gratious God x 
louing Father, the ve⸗ 
rie comfozt that anie 
ſinfull ſoule can haue, 
7 whe we miſerable ſin⸗ 
ners here met together, 
do conſider of the greaf 


mertie and nodnefſe, that wee haue e⸗ 


ner ſince we were bozne , and befoze 
founde , and daylie doe finde at thy Pas 
ieſties handes , together with our great 
vnkindneſſe ſhewed euerie way to ther 


 acainefoz the ſame, wee muſt nodes 


confeſſe,and euen doe from the botfome 
of our heartes acknowledge, that mars 
uellous is thy mercie in ſparing vs ſtill 


to liue, and in not conſuming vs away 


from the earth, e from befoze thee . Foz 


phat not thou, O deere God, of thy free 


mercy befkoze the foundations ofp woꝛld 
were laide, choſen and elected vs foz thy 
childzen, when others as god as we by 
nature ſhall burne . hell — 

1 8 
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ing reiected of thee in that hidden toun⸗ 
ſell ol thine? Haſt not thou fo our endles 
comſoꝛt certified, e made knowen vnto 
our ſpirits p̊ ſame:haſt thou not created 
vs nether beaſts, todes, wozmes, oz any 
ſuch like duglie creatures, but in thine 
owne image, accoꝛding to thy likenes, to 
rule ouer the ſiſhes in p ſea, ouer 8 foules 
of the heauen, and oucr euerp thing that 
moueth vppon the carth? And when be- 
ing thus ereated innocent, yet we per- 
ſted not in the ſame , but fell into the 
curſe that bzingeth eternall death, did⸗ 
deſt thou not ſo pitie vs, as that foz our 
redemption and ſafetie , thou grudgeſt 
not vnto vs, andfoz vs to bee powꝛed 
out the heart blode of Jeſus Chzilt thy 
onelie ſon our ſauiour, no other meanes 
being, whereby wee coulde bee ſaned? 
Halt thou not by thy holie ſpirite 
wꝛought faith in our heartes to belteue 
by him, t foz Him to be iuſtiſied befoze 
the 2 Baſt thou not in ſome meaſure 
begonne the death of ſinne in vs, and 
wꝛought our ſanctification, Jnioy we 
not the benefifes of thy woꝛde 2 the 
frevome of conſcience , great peate and 
| plentig 
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plentie in outwarde things, with ma⸗ 
nie and infinite benefites moe, waking 
and ſleeping at home and abzoad, in our 
ſelues and our friends? Foz all which, 
D god Lo2de, what doe wee 2 Are wee 
thankefull vnto the foz them? Doe we 
often thinke of them , andlabour to 
knowe tl ee and to ſerue the with a per- 
fect hart, and a willing minde foz them? 
No, no, deere God, we do not. we do not 
as wee ought to do. But with pleaſure 
o2 p2ofit, with vanitie oz ſelfeloue , wee 
are caried away, ſpende our dayes in 
iniquitie, careleſſe and vnfe&ling of our 
ſinne, and there is no godneſſe in vs: 
pet is there mercic with thee, DLozde 
and pardon to repentance. Wherefoze 
we all herre met together at this time 
befoꝛe thy maieſtie, humblie conſeſſing 
our wantes, moſt intirelie beſech the 
fo2 Jeſus Chziff his ſake to haue mer⸗ 
tie vppon vs: haue mercie vppon vs, 
molt mercifull Father, and fo2gine vs 
al that is paſt, ſtrengthen vs hereafter, 
that daylie both in bodie and ſoule, we 
maie gloꝛiſie thee moze than wee haue 
done, y&lding thankes dailie foz dailie 

14 bene⸗ 
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benefifes, and ſtriuing in holineſſe and 
righteouſneſſe all the dayes of our life, 
ut becauſe we cannot but offend and 
fall diuers wayes , god Lo2de, fo2 thy 
mercie ſake pearte our heartes with a 
feeling of the ſame, and neuer ſuffer vs 
to goe on with dull and deade ſoules, 
not ſeeing o2 ſighing fo2 our offences. 
As a ſpeciall meanes to kepe vs in o⸗ 
bediente befoze thee , O deere Father, 
wozke in vs a continual, & an effectuall 
rememb2ance , that wee ſhall not al⸗ 
wayes line herein the ſhowe of this 
wzerched wozlde , that doeth ſo pleaſe 
vs now, but that a day will come, when 
the trumpe ſhall ſounde, the deade ſhall 
ariſe, and all wes ſhall appeare befoꝛe 
thy tribunall ſeate of iudgement, there 
to receiue accozding fo our deedes with- 
out reſpect ofperſons . O god Lozde 
gine vs a remembzance , & a feling of 
the vaſpeakeable comfoz2t , and eternal 
weight of glozie, which in that dap 
ſhall be ginen vnto vs, if in this life wo 
ſerueand pleaſe thee, And contrariwiſe 
euen terriſie our conſciences and let vs 


as 
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as it were (& befoꝛe our faces , pdzead- 
full indgementes,and the fearefull toꝛ⸗ 
mentes, that both in bodie & ſonle they 
ſhal be ſure to haue foz euer moze in the 
pitte of hell, which in this life doe not 
ſerue and pleaſe ther, but followe their 
owne fancies & wicked delights, Giue 
bs an hatred of fin, anda true lone of 
righteouſneſſe. Bleſſe thy wozde ener 
mo2e with fruite vnto our ſoules when 
we do heare it, giue vs a deſire to heare 
it often. Remoue , O Lo2de, in thy 
god time, ſuch hinderances ol the fruit 
thereof, as are amongſt vs, giue it full 
courſe, and ſende fozth labonrers into 
thy harueff, which not foz filthie lucre 
and gaine, but ofloue and zeale fo thee 
and thy people may pꝛeach thy wozde 
ſincerely. Bleſſe vs O Lo2de from all 
hypocrifie , gloſing and halting befoze 
thee. And becanſe we little know how 
fone thou ſhalt ſende this pampered 
fleſhe of ours to the wozmes , ſtop our 
bꝛeath and call away foz our ſoules to 
come vnto the, whether this yay 02 no 

befoze the cuening, bleſſed Father, fo2 
| Is Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chꝛiſt his ſake, pꝛepare ⁊ make 
vs readie foꝛ the, that when the hower 
commeth, we may neither feare, noz 
faint in faith, but iopfully, without a⸗ 
nie ſkrikes and cries of deſperation, & 
of a troubled and vered conſcience,paſſe 


away in full hope and aſſurance, that 


all our ſinnes are wiped away in the 
blode of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and we fo thee in 
him ſo reconciled, that life foz euermoze 
is certaine vnto bs. Laſt of all god fas 


ther with moſt humble and heartie 


thanks fo2 thy godnes to vs this night 
let thy mercifulleye loke vpon vs this 
dap, and ſo keepe vs bodie and ſoule, that 
being occupied in our ſeuerall callings 
we map be ſafe by thee from al our ene⸗ 
mies eliue to the, oꝛ die to ther, as it beſt 
ſhal pleaſe thy gratious godnes. Theſe 
thinges O Lo2de, and whatſoeuer elſe 
we haue nede of. graunt vs, foz Chziſt 
his ſake, in whoſe name we aſke them, 
ſaping, as he hath taught vs: 


Our Father which art in heauen, ha⸗ 
lowed be thy name, thy kingdome 
come, 


r 
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tome, thy wil bee done in earth as it is 
in heauen, giue vs this day our daplis 
bzead, and fozgiue vs our treſpaſſes, as 


we fo:gine them that treſpaſſe againſt 
bs, and lead vs not into temptation, but 


deliuer vs from euil, Amen. 


Let thy mightie hand & out ſfrefched 
arme D Loꝛ de be ſtill our defence, thy 
mercy s louing kindenes inJeſus chꝛiſt 
our ſaluation, thy true and holy woꝛde 


. bur inſtruct ion, thy grace aud holy ſpi⸗ 


rite our comfo2t and conſolation vnto 
the end,and in the end. Amen, 
The Lo2d bleſſe vs and ſaue vs, the 


Loꝛd make his face to ſhine bpon vs 


be mercifull vnto vs, the Loꝛde turne 
his fanourable countenance towarde 


vs, and this day and euer moze bouch- 


ſafe to ſend vs his peace, amen. 
The bleſſing of God almightie, the 


father, the ſonne, and the holy Ghoſt, 


bee amongſt vs and remaine with vs 
both nowe and foz euer,Amen. 


An 


An other for the ſame at 1 
night. the 


ETD Ammozfall God creafoz 02 


er heanen and earth, be- « 
2 foze whom all creatures = 
£13431 feare and tremble, were — 

it not that thou haſt com; * 
maunded vs, neuer durſt we appears bs: 
befoze ther; ſo cozrupt is our nature, Cre 
and ſo many are our ſinnes , But god ir 
Lo2de thou doeſt bid, and therefoze we tre 
obey: thou doeſt tall, and therefoze we — 
tome, gine vs ſpirites to pꝛap arigbt. her 
Firſt then h&re met together dere fas 19 
ther, we vtelde thy maieſtie moſt hum- — 
ble and heartie thankes, fo2 al the mer⸗ de 
cies that euer thou haſt beſtowed vpon * 
bs, in bodie oz minde , in our ſelues 2 
in ours, pꝛiuate 02common,tempozall — 
oʒ eternall. any and maruelous haue nto 
they bene, and ſtill are vpon vs, yea e⸗ at 
uen god Lo2de paſt finding out. This de 
day what thou haſt done foz vs , which aſe 
of vs knoweth oz is able to a 
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ther of heauen koꝛgiue vs that we can⸗ 
not acknowledge the oz pꝛaiſe thee foz 
them as we ought, and quicken vs in 
this dutie moze and moze . Pardon and 
, v2giue vs whatſoever we bane offen- 
: ded thee withall this dar, oz ener befoze, 
; tither in thought, wozde , 02 dede , yea 
. men our ſecret ſinnes, ſuch as we haus 

ommitted and knowe not of, remitte 
dem vnto vs tos Chzifts ſake, Changs 
Is D Lo2de , and we ſhalbe changed. 
d Create invs cleane hearts, and renew 
v 1right ſpirite within vs. Bzeake the 
v trength of ſinne, that would ſubdne vs, 
+ N0ze and moze. And D mercifull fa- 
per ſo frame theſe hearts ot ours with⸗ 
V avs, that we may moꝛe deligbt to line 
O — 1 to —— than to iniop all 

he wozlde, and pleaſures there- 
n n. Laie it often god Lozde befoze our 
— by thy remembzing ſpirite, that 
hou halt not bꝛeatbed the bzeath of life 
nto vs, that we ſhould line as we liſt, 
ut that in bolineſſeand righteouſneſſe 
be ſhoulde walke befoze ther all our 
15 Nies. Laie it befoze vs 8 
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the time will come when the frumpe lp! 
hall ſounde, the dead ſhall riſe, and we, thy 
even we here mette together at this ou! 
time, all and euerie one of vs ſhall moſt, ſoy 
aſſuredly ſtande befoze thy iudgement ra! 
ſeate with naked hearts, with open and per 
bnfoulded conſciences, there to giue an the 
accompt howe we haue ſo doone, Jn vol 
which day, O the iop, O the endleſſe ſoy 
top that they ſhall haue, who wayning fw: 
themſelues from the gliſtering ſhew of Df 
this wꝛetched wozlde, in heart, t truth, oz f 
bane ſought & ſerued the. Come, come, in! 
ye bleſſed of my father, to their comfozt wit 
ſhal they heare, and poſſeſſethe kingdom Ke 
prepared for you. But woe, woe, to all foz 
careleſſe liners in that fierie dap, they kn 
ſhall dzinke the wine of the wzath of and 
God, be to2zmented in fire & bzimſtone har 
befo:e the holy Angels, and befoze the and 
lambe, they ſhall haue no reſt day noz inci 
night, and the ſmoke of their tozment mo; 
ſhall aſcende foz euer moze , Father of ked 
heauen haue mercie vpon vs, knit theſe rie 
heartes ot ours faſt vnto the, and now, liki 
whil we haue time, giue vs grace ag Gol 
p 


An otheratnight, 143 


ve lp to thinke of theſe things. O continne 
e, thy woꝛde of truth amongeſt vs euer to 
is our comfozt. Let the ſtede thereof now 
ſt. ſowen in our heartes, take ſuch depe 
it rote. that neither the burning heate of 
d perſecution cauſe it to wither, noz the 
n thoꝛnie cares of this wozlde, riches , 0; 
n voluptuous liuing choke it, but as ſcede 
ſe ſowen in god grounde, it map bzing 
g fo2th fruite accozding fo thy pleaſure. 
of D father gine grace that whe we heare, 
„ oz finde by thy woꝛde any ſinne that is 
e, in vs touched, we may ſtriue and ſkudis 
t without delay willingly fo refozme it. 
n Rape vs god God g we neuer ſwarue 
l foz the feare of man from our own true 
y knowledge,becomming ſeruers of time, 
f and deniers ofthe . Kepe vs from all 
e hardnes of hart, contempt ol thy wozd, 
e and from all diſſembling of ſinceritie, 
3 increaſe true lone amongeſt vs moꝛe + 
t moꝛe, ſfay our headie wzathfull t wic⸗ 
f ked affections moze and moze. And eue⸗ 
e rie way god Lo2de renewe vs to thy 
, liking . Bleſſe thy whole Church D 
God with graces neceſſarie, this _ 
P 0 
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of it our natiue lande ; countrep, deere 
father bleſe it ſtill with continuance of 
thy truth. Leſlen in it daily the number 
ol blinde and wilfull Papiſts, p:ophane 
Atheifts,and increaſe the number of thy 
true childꝛen. O pꝛeſſe vs not deere God 
with the weight of our ingratitude, 
whoſe lines 4 knowledge anſwere not 
the dates that we haue had;wozke with 
vs hence fozwarde foz thy mercie ſake. 
Pꝛeſerue vnta vs long aliue god Lo2de 
our gracious Pꝛzince and gouernour, 
multiply thy ſpirite vpon her, that ſtill 
moꝛe and moze ſhee may ſ&ke and ſet 
out, kepe and mainetaine that which 
pleaſeth thee, Giue to her honozable 
counſell graces neceſſarie foꝛ ſo higha 
calling. Bleſſe all other Pobles , Pa- 
giſtrates , and the whole bodie of this 
Realme, with true hearts to the, and 
this cofifrey, Jncreaſe in Iſraell the nũ⸗ 
ber of true watchmen, whoſe harts may 
ſeke thee, and thy people, and not their 
owne glozie oꝛ commoditie . Bꝛing to 
thy foulde by them ſuch wandꝛing rem⸗ 
nantes as are thine, and O Lo2de bs 

graci⸗ 
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gratious to onr kinred and friendes in 
the fleſh, lighten their heartes with the 
ſunne ok vnderſfanding, that they and 
we acknowledging one truth, map glo⸗ 
rifie ther in the true and conſtant pꝛofeſ⸗ 
ſion of the ſame all the dates of our life, 
Comfozt O Chzilt thy afflicted mem⸗ 
bers whereſoener oz howeſoeuer trou⸗ 
bled, and graunt vs peace, if it be thy 
pleaſure, in our dates, Finally becauſe 
the night is not vpcn-bs, and we readie 
to take our reſt, let the bedde O Lo2ds 
ſtrike into our heartes that the graue 
is almoſt readie foz vs. Which of vs 
can tell, whether theſe eies of ours once 
cloſed vp ſhall ener open any moze a- 
gaine oz no? Lozde therefoze receive 
vs into thy handes: wee all heere nowe 
commend our ſelues, bodie and ſoule we 
bequeath vnto thee, kepe vs this night 
and enermoze readie fo2 thee, when thou 
ſhalt call ſoʒ vs. Heare vs O Lozde, O 
God t father mercifull in theſe our pe- 


titions fo2 thy ſonne Chift Jeſus ſake 


our Santonr, in whoſe name we al to⸗ 
gether begge theſe mercies ſaying, 
R O our 
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Pur Father which 
art in heauen, ha⸗ 
1 lowed be thy name, 
thy kingdome come, 
thy will be doone in 
earth as it is in bea⸗ 
uen, giuebs this day 
dur daylie bꝛeade, and foꝛgiue vs our 
treſpaſſes as we foꝛgiue them that treſ- 
paſſe againſt vs, and [cave vs not into 
temptation , but deliuer vs from euill. 
Amen, 


Let thy mightie hande and outſtret⸗ 
ched arme be ſtill our defence; thy mer⸗ 
cie and louing kindneſle in Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
our ſaluation, thy true and holy wozde 
our inſtruction, thy grace and holie ſpi⸗ 
rite our comfozt and conſolation , vnto 
the ende and in the ende, 

The Lozde bleſſe vs and ſane vs, the 
Loꝛd make his face to ſhine vpon vs, 
and be mercifull vnto vs. The Lozde 
turne his fauourable countenance to⸗ 
warde vs, and ſende vs euer his peace. 


Amen. 
The 


—— 
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The grace of our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, 
the loue of God the Father, the moſt 
comfoztable fellowſhippe of the 
holie Ghoſt, be with vs al, 
vs bleſſe vs and kepe 
this night and foz 
cuermo2e, 
Amen. 
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